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the French may be eftimated from the Ad-
vantages which they have reaped from it fince

it has been in their PoiTeflion.

Altho' the Harbour of Louisbourg is not a

very good one for Shipping, and the Ifland is

barren; andbutafmall Numberof Ships fi(h

there, in Comparifon of thofe v^^hich are em-
ployed in the French Fifheries on the Banks

of Newfoundland^ the Gulf of St, Lawrence^

and the neighbouring Shores, Bays, Harbours,

iSfr. yet the Situation of it is fuch, that all their

fiihing VelTels can repair thither on any

Danger or Emergency j efpecially thofe

which .fi{h in the Gulf, on the Mainy or at

the Northweft oi Newfoundland^ none ofwhich
are above one or two Days Sail, at moft, from
Louisbourg j as may a^fo thofe Veflels which
load with Mud-Fifh on the Banks ; fo that

this Ifland is the Center and Protedlion of their

whole Fifhery : And of what Value that has

been to them will appear by the following

Computation taken of it from Perfons intimate-

ly acquainted with every Branch of it, accord-

ing to the State, in which it was carried on,

the Year before the War.
According to this Computation the Quan-

tity of their Fifli caught that Year was
I » 149,000 Quintals of dry Fi(h, and 3,900,000
Mud-Fifh; the Value of both which, includ-

ing 3>ii6i Ton of Train Oil drawn from
the Blubber, amounts to 926,577/. loi. accord-

ing to the prime Coft of the Fifti at Newfound-
land ; and witli the Addition of its Freight to

the


