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S/jort Account of feme Voyages made by order of the

King of Spain, to dfcover the State of the JVefi

American Coafl from California upward. Dated
Madrid, 24 March, 1776.

THE fpirited attempts made in compliance with his Ca-

tholic Majefty's commands arifing from the laudable

intention of fpreading the knowledge of the Gofpel to the utmoft

bounds of his extenfive empire, efpecially thofe dired:cd to the

remote parts of the Continent North of California, where the in-

habitants are ftill fuppofed immerfcd in the darknefs of Paganifm;

and the fteady endeavours for a happy event, having in fome

meafure been attended with fuccefs, in two expeditions made in

the years 1769 and 1770, one by land, the other by fea ; the har-

bour o^ Monterey having been difcovered in latit. 36°. 40'. and a

Court of Prefidency, with a miffionary delegation, being eftablifhed

there, under the patronage of St. Charles : His Majefly in pur-

fuance of the pious defign, ordered a fecond expedition thither in

1774, with the frigate Sant'jagOy commanded by Don'Juan Perez,

who explored that coafl up to 55^. 49'. latit. and landing there

found a civilifed people, well-looking, and accuftomed to wear

clothej . The fortunate event of that voyage has farther induced

his


