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in a flippant and supercilious tone deal with questions of the

most momentous interest. They persistently teach that if

men were freed from Scriptural creeds and dogmatic beliefs

they would become the subjects of higher impulses, which

woukl lead to purer forms of life. They misrepresent and cari-

cature those types of character which have been formed under

the influences of a genuine and earnest belief, and sneer com-

placently at the characters whom they portray as the repre-

senlali\ es of religious men and women. These Transcendent-

alists would put in the room of Christian doctrine a theory of

the perfectability of human nature, and its self-sufficiency in

all things. The true answer to this is an appeal to the facts

of human life—to their own pictures of individual life and

character, e\en when what the\' call the superstitious beliefs

of Christiaiiit)' are wanting, which are black w ith the shadows

of moral as well as ph)sical evil. At this point they take re-

fuge in the theory which sinks the indivitlual in the mass, and

maintain that what is not true of the single man is true

of the aggregate of mankind. Here all is confusion, for

who can ct)nceive of a whole without parts, an aggregate with-

out individuals, or if \-ou will, a perfect whole made up of im-

perfect part.s—a perfect humanity made up of individuals who

are singly bad and degraded.

Let the question be asked. Whether among those wlu) have

accepted the Christian creed or among those who have not

accepted it, the highest types of character have been found ?

The answer must be in favour of Christian doctrine ; and it is

surely unphilosophical, to say the least of it, to exclude those

religious beliefs from having had any share in the formation

of character.

Those men who speak of Christian creeds with contemptu-

ous pity yet claim to be Christians upon the plea that Chris-

tianity is not a doctrine but a life. Their favourite motto is—

" Fi)V modi's of f'aitli let f,'riircl(',ss zciilots fif^lit—
Hi.s can't be wrong who.sc lilr is in the right."

As if a Christian life were a negation of Christian doctrine, or

could exist in ignorance, hatred, rejection of or non-conformity

to Christian truth.


