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'>>> ciiamplain's astrolabe.

KL5yi»tiiiii-likc livseoes, a'pivseiiliiii^ men of .seemingly dii-

fcivnt riicfs (.some armed like rhvygian.s or riicenicians),

wliieli Clialiauhi'iaiKl, wlien called to report on them, decided

to be verv reniotelv, l)ut manifestlv eonnected with Indo-

Plgyptiaii art and civilization, which we might .sn])])osu to

])e ccLciniiorai'v with the Po.seidon and Cabiri woi'.shij) of

anti'-Sid(»iiiiin Jierytu.s—the Cabiri, divinities who j.re.sided

ovf]' navigation antl mining.

lint it may be asked what had the astrolabe to do with

these men ol' ancient times; and what did they know abont

it '{ To tills we may re]ily that the ])robability of .some of

the eminent navigators of the times referred to being

acquainted with the u.^e (tf the astrolabe, seems rather more

leal tiian visionary, when we consider the now acknowledged

skill in astronomical science that the builders of the great

])yramids |)os.sessed ; even without admitting it to b.e .so

transcendent as claimed by some modern writers of great

ability. And coming down to la'ier times, we must admit

that Hanno, the I'luenician, who circumnavigated Africa

for Pharaoh Necho, was (piite as likely to be acquainted

with the use of the astrolabe as any of his cotem})oraries,

who, in their youth, had enjoyed the j)rivilege of fre([nent-

im^ the library of Sardana])alus (where Smith i'ound tlie

])art of one), l)efore the ruthless devastation of Nabo])(dasser

and his allies, the Medes, and the .self-immolation, if true,

of the last of Assyrian monarchs had buried its contents in

tiiin and ;islu's, that have, preserved thejn for our instruc-

tion, wonderfully intact, through many sub.seqiu'iit dark

ages of destructive and bigoted barbarism and intolerant

ignorance.

That su'h was the case as regards that eminent Plueni-

ciaii na\ igator seems (!\ident, when we consider that the


