
THE ITALIAN RENAISSANCE AND
THE POPES OF AVIGNON

'pHERE is probably no other period in the

tL JTZ °* '^^ ^°^''* '" ^hich the atti-tude of the Papacy toward art and letters has

tH^nf r"TT'''"*'^ ^y *=«="«'" writers astl.at of the Italian Renaissance. If one takes

of th.s period as Pastor, Burckhardt and Sy-monds, the conflict of opinion is so great thatone almost despairs of getting at the feal truthThe charm of style in the work of Symonds

sentation and contradiction pass unheeded^done ,s swept along a current of rhetoric
dazzl«l now by the coloring of thought Tow
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Ify/f^^sphere which rests upon th^art_ headlands and uplands of this tra'^sitLn

The Italian Renaissance flowered during the
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turie?
^*' '?"^^"''' ^^ ^°"rteenth cen-

turies. The spirit of free inquiry and delightm beauty which are especiaIly%redit«S asbelongmg to the Italian RenaLnce Sd a


