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I'aiU's had actually the liizlu of >cttlii<i: in Dt'iimark.

Tile outhi'cak of the l''ian(M-( iciinaii Wu laii^cd al)o\il

•S.OOU tilCli of niilitaiy a'_'c to k i\c ihcii' okl hoiiit'.

Accordiufr to our aiil horil_\ . uraily 40. <»(»(• of l he Sk-sw ick

l)aiics had l)ccoinc ' optants '— tiial is. had taken th<-

'ojitiori " of Danish nationality or had <'iiiiiiratcil. hy

tlif end of ISSO. As l'iu>sia ohjcitcd to t li.sc ' optants '

nt in'nin<_Mo thcif oriL'inal home aftff a sliort ic>idcn(t in

l)t'iunai'k. a conft'icnce was hi'kl in I,s72 Itt'tucfii the two

( io\('riiiiK'nts, 'I'hc result was that most of the'optant-'

were allowed liy tlic Prussian authorities to ictuin and

remain unmolested. pi'ovi(U'(l {hat they ira\e no well

founded cause for eiunplaint. and did not ihsplay

a hostile s])irit towards l'i'us>ia.

Thus a tiual settlement had h<'en made i>f the ijuestion

of the optants ". 'I'hey were liahle tn i»e expelled at

any moment as ' ohjectionahle ' eharaeteis. I'o ha\e

allowed them to heccune naUualized uould ha\e meant

an increase in the majority of Danish »'lectoi'.s ; and

therefore these N'ortli Sle.swickeis who had leturned

fonnd tht-mse!\es ])olitieal outcasts in their own count ly ;

and they weir d'd)arred froin all social intei'course with

their friends and relatives if such inteicourse \\a>

thoujxht to liave tlu' sli<.ditest political tin<re. They weie

treated as scajH'goats hy the IVussian authorities, w hen

ever an election n'suited unt'avourahly for the (Govern-

ment. 'I'lie Daiiish voters. hoAevei'. refused to he

influenced hy the poil t<» which theii' opi.int ' i"'iati\c>

and neiuhhouis were exposed.

At the elec'tions U'V the l.'eich^ta^' in i ssr> Xoith

JSleswick gained a new lea.der in (dis' 'v lohaiuisen.

a skilful politician wiio enjoyed Lncat peisonal popu-

laritv. not oidv amon<: liis fellow counti'\niei: hut also


