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this supreniary which wo detonnin.-^d to win. Tho
iinpossiltio ])r()l)loin whirh wo avoided was tho attainniont

of su])romaoy of ono nation over all (ho othors in Knropo :

this ohjort did not corrcsjxtnd witli '.o aoooinplishment

of any usoful pieoo of woik. ncithor 'i(,os it sis oorrospond
now. Euro]io novcr has boon nndor the dominion of ono
nalion for a Ihonsand yoars : it last hap])onod in tho

days of Charloinagno—\Ahat wo call tho Dark A2;os.

(It is, liowovor, trno that tho aoknowlodgod supromacy
of one nation over all the world to-day shonid make
possible the abolition of armaments, and no doubt if wo
are so foolish a-; not to arrive at that result some bettor

way, wo shall deserve the suprojnacy of ono.) So the

real gist of our advantage was that the continental

nations wore wasting much of their strength in useless

and demoralizingrivalry, while wo wore bending our main
energies to a groat and really necossarv piece of work.

The secret of our success and our glory was that ve
wore doing real work towards shaping tho material earth

itself and tho organization of man upon it, so that this

planet might become a perfected whole, achieving its

mission
; in fact, we stood for Avork rather than life,

for the future rather than the present, for achievement
rather than enjoyment.

Our constitutional and social history during the period
brings out this ideal ; wo organized ourselves for an
object, not for the sake of the organization, nor, indeed,
for tho sake of the j)eoplo.

Tho Tudor form of government being a popular and
onlightonod despotism, would seem to have boon tho best
for tho purpose of attaining tho sovoroignty of the Now
World, and no doubt it fultillod admirably its function
of organizing tho beginnings of the enterprise ; l)ut success


