
iour iiiches in léingtli. The doctor
rat at a table wvith bis back to the
portrait. he Yorkshire youthi
stocod faciing the picture.

"You are too lon,"' remiarked
the doctor , "to be good for any-
thinig."

lnistaiitly caie the reply,
"Doctor, wvas lie (pointingc to

the portrait) too longy for any-
thing?" I-is wvit saved hiii.

Hie ivas finally accepted by the
Coniferenice, and at lus own request
put domi for rniFsiona,,rv work in
lindia. The doctors, hiowever, ab-
sulutely refused to pass hinui for
a climate s0 dangerous. After
speiidiixug six wveelcs, iii the autunin
of 1858, at Richmiond Collegye,.
(anid this wmas ail the collegye train-
iiig lie ever receiv,,ed), lie w~as
called out because of special die-
nuiaîud for muen, and appointeci to a
circuit. is recollections of kind-
r.ess and inspirations received
durig tliat brief period have a]-
wavs been chicrishied by Mr. \Vat-
k-inson ainongr the best treasures of
his life.

The way wmas now open for the
developiuient of the real nuaxu, and
quicklv did this son of humble toil
groiv Ili the recocynitionl axud esteein
of thc churchi lie Ioved so w'ell.

For flhc first year or so bis chiief
businiess wvas the niakzixg of new
sermonis, and soon ]lis reputation
as a preacluer wvas far above the
ordixîarv. H is niother, liowever,
aftcr reading one of his publislied
sermons, w~as convinced tliat lier
s;on imust bc saved froin conceit,
aui( senit inii the followingr criti-
cismi " I ]lave read vour sermon
miu tinues, and amn just begrin-
iBiig to get an inii ngii of its ie an-
îng7** "As a niatter of fact,"1 savs
onie whio lias read thuis early Pro-
duction, " this sermon, wvit1î sliglt
touches of the editorial pen, w'ould
'lot to-day discredit the pýages of
The Ma<-gazinie."

Ilis circuits iii succession have

beexi Stratfor-d-oii-A½voii, Oldbulry,
l-Iinickley, Tiptoni, Wedniesbury,
N ottingham, L-ondon, Hl-arrogate,
anîd ïiancliester. During flic
years represexîted by tiiese ap-
poinitmlents lie lias beexu a mnost
dIiligent studenit and( a mni of
gyrowing( power. At presciit 'Mr.
\Výatkinisonl is suprenieanog
muodern iMcItliodist preacliers. I-is
texts, as a ruie, arc uxiiinsual, but
iii ]bis biauds thiey flashi withi new~,
but not fanciful or far-fetchîed
nueaîîings anci applications. lus
language is expressive and beaui-
tiful, luis illustrations exceedixîgly
strikiiîîg and appropriate, and bxy a
vcry geercial consent lie is recog-
nized as one of the m-asters of the
pulpit and platformi of the present,
day. Wlie-rcver lie rocs, iii Meth
odisnîi or outsicle, lue coiliimaiids
admiring, audiences and an appre-
ciation so genuine and entlîusiastic:
as few mien etijoy.

li addition to luis wvide, firin
grasp of current affairs, bis deep
insiglît into tlic grand verities of
Chiristianity, blis acquaintance Nvitli
the latest discoveries in science,
the positions of philosopluical in-
vestigyation, the intellectual and
moral drift of the century and blis
fainiliarity witli the best literature
of the tinue, '-\r. \Vatkiuson also
possesses a genuine, iviiolesonie
humiour whuicli serves hinui wchl.
Thîis is witlî hîim a special and at-
tractive gift, and witli the fincst
judguîient lie uses tlîis delighltful,
but perilous gift. It gîcans sand
flashes iii xuarly every public
effort, wliethier in lecture, sermon
or addrcss.

In 1S83 Mr. \Vatkinsonl was
elected to the Lc<ral H-undred, and
on the retirenexît of the venerable
Dr. Gregory, iii 1893, lie ivas
chuosen as the Connexional Editor.
BE- ]lis distinct abilitv in luis% nexv
spliere lie las fully' justified luis
appointuuent to this important
office. I-le lias transfornicd Thîe
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