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overcomie and have reached the
Mý,aster's presence.

Given to Godl.

M\,y text is read as indicating a prin-
ciple, au(1 I suppose I ma%? honestly
say as defending miv line of action to-
ilit, certainly a s sugygesting th e -pur-

pose of tlîis evening's service, thiat it
is flot given to a mian thatbis birthday
shial fali on a Sundav often. but mine
falls to-day, alid I want to talkz to, you
about the thirty-scven years throughi
wlvlich God lias led nie to this niomien,)t.
1 want to talk- to vou. not*about mnv-
self, save as I mav« s av to voulu
brothers, whlerever Von are, hiear what
the Lord bath donc for iny soul." I
bave preacbied to you the principles of
the Gospel as wvelf as I kniow tli. 1
have again and again pleaded w'itb you
that you wvi1I obey the dloctrine and dis-
cover the duty. T7urn îromn tic method
for once and let mie speak to vou of
wvhat I know of God and of His deal-
ings withi nie, and this iii order that 1i
may reconîmend miv Saviotur to von
and speak with you persuasively ont
of a Iife's experience. that vou iiay put
the diadeni of your mianhood uipon the
brow of miv M*aster, and thiat von ma-v
corne to love and serve m ing

I must ask you to bear wvithi me vers'
paticntly wvhile I gro back over tlhese
past years, s0 few andl xet so îîîany.
and try to cail up inii my own mmiid tic
formativi facts iii riv life. The flrst
fact is one thiat 1 did niot knowv tilt
years afterwards, but it wvas one of the
greatest facts iii aIl iy if e. Fromi miiv
birtlî niy father and nîv niother gave
mie to Goci for service. Tbevy did not
crive me to Goci iii order that I mliglit
be saved; I prav vonl to draw the line
of distinction. Thlev did not take nie
to sonie dedication service and (le(i-
cate nie to God ili order that Hie igclit
have mie as I-is own, but very defiln-
itelv and very positivcly fronii tbe

earliest moment of miy if e tbey gave
me to I-inii in or(ler tiîat if it sliould
be Il-is wvill IHe wvo.ld take nie in the
years tlîat lay alicad an(l nake nie His
servant, to preacli I-lis word, andi to
do R-is work and I-is %viI1 iii thc world.
wbiatever it miglit be. I Nvas told-it
is aniiong the things that I rcmcml)ber
miost clearlv of mvy early life-that I
belongced to God, that: I had been
given to God, that I inust alwavs
live and walk remienîbering if I didý(
wrong11c I bclonged -to Himi. I ani not
going to dliscuss theologv 'ithi you to-
niglît. I tbank God I wvas trained thar
wvay, anîd that I wvas nieyer tol(l once in
ail niy life tlîat I belongeci to the dcvii.

A Chil&s Great So),ozc.

I cannot go back to the early days of
ni), life i'ithout reiiiemibering-, Lizzie,
iny sister. In 187:2 tiiere came iiiy
first gyreat sorrow-God took lier awvaN
to 1-liîseif, and 1 wvas left a cluild wîtlh-
ont a conipanion. for I ia(l neyer been
allowvec conîpanions outside niv owil
liome up to the timîîe of lier passing,
away. But I go back into the days
wvhile slie w~as stili witb mie. I liad one
recreation, oiîe formîî of anmusemient
every day andl alwvavs, and thiat wvas
preachîinc. I preachct to lier dolîs
long 1)efore 1 preaclbed to voni. Dear,
sweet soul, she wvas four v'ears older
thian I. I thimk somie day. we will talk,
again about tiiose early sermions.
I %vant to Show vou tbat 1 f cît
that I was God's; thiat I lîad
to preachi; soonIer or later I miust
talk .to mien anid vonien: aicl I
do îîot thîink I preacbied wvitli greater
(levotioli than I li(l 1)efore I was cighît
v'ears old. *You catcbi mv thouglit?
Tuie influence on a young<r life of ac
,great fact in the carliest vears of that
life. M\,v first sorrow, miv first real
sorrowv, thie sorrow thiat abidles with nie
to-nicyît, thonghi ine-alid-twventyvyears
have passed. w~as the sorron- of bier
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