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Coui~iu~-s have bei liard froint severai
quatters of late, in regard te the mode of giving
tenders for supplies for the Nortliweýat2Notnteod
Plolice and Iiidians. (Graisi and provision deal-
cra who have been in thie habit of tciiderinig,
think that the particulaia of the acceptedl test-
der should bc mîade public, uts a psoof tlîat uîo
favoritiani liai beeîi showîî. lus oîue lîîtaîice IL
la eatted that the suicceafil teuiderer ois a coni.
tract ta aipply ati, ]sias purcuaeul lus graini nt
a higlier figure tbaîî the price âstipulated iii soutie
of the rejecteil tenuders, muid this gives risce to
the aswuînptioîî that the tenuder Iiad miot bucîi
awauuded fairly. Rejccted tenders are usualiy
returnedt with the reîîmark tliut the lurice ln too
high, aud dealers think that the prive nt which
the award lias been umale should aise bu givcîî.

iuî railways lu Minnesota anid ihîkota are
stili experiemciiig girat iiicoiiveiiuce fronti tue
intnch suow. Scarcity of watcr ln alun proviuug
a great drawb>ack. A report frontm Mineapolis
says that ail iîloug tlic riîilways large umuîîiibers
of cars of wheat arc Ituutng up," owiiig ta the
iuiability of the eîîgines to haut more titan a
few citi mnd tliat by the tinte tRie trains arrive

at Dhîtî orMineaplisthe inl not sicht
left but tRie cabosbe, a cars have ta bic dî'oîped
alosîg the rond. At sotiue poinuts iii Dakota ho
water car be obtaiîued witliîî a distanîce of tif ty
utiles. By oîir report of the local whîcnt imar-
ket it will be acest tliat the great diýsadvamitzge
to a more active graini trade i Maniitoba, la
owiuug te ai absenuce of slcighing. if soutie of
the surplus snow of Mijinesota amud Dakota
coulul bu transferred ta tRis proviiiceý it m-ouid
grestly facilitate tRie dclivery cf grain.

Tir railway coîntmiou, appoiuted ut tRie
lent sussion, cf the Dominion l>ar!iaînent, for
the purpoae cf iinvestigating railway nuatters
and hearing evidence or charges againat tlîe
companies, witlî a vlew to future additional
railway le-gisiation, will probably nmuet lu WVin.
mipeg carly lu the new yesr. 'te comisîuuusioni
have alieady met lu severel esatera cities, amîd
a large aiuout of valuable informationi lias
been gleatied on thue iimpo'iant subject of greater
legisative contrai of the railways. Xuiiuuroîis
complainte have beeui mnade bufore the coiin-
nîlaion iii regard ta the varions forma cf dis.
crlîninationi iinduàgedl i by the railway coin.
pansies. No doubt a good demi cf cvidence will
bu taken here, and those who have any charges
ta make agalîtit the raiiway conspaniies sluould
prepare thein for prcuettatiom. It lu said tlîat
thie evideiice so far Ijeard before the commission
is favorable ta tlie estabhiaiment of the propo8edl
court cf railway comînissioniers for Caunda.

Tu 'Monutrent 2'rade Buuikiju a short tinte
ngo referred ta a case cf over.ratiîig by a mer-
cantile ageiicy, w1îer'lby serions lona liad beeu
entailed ta parties fiîruishiîig credit ta tlîc aver-
rated flrrn, on nccoîîît of the stanîding as repre.
aented by tRie mercantile agency. Now the
saune paper relates a case wliere a tU-ader lias
auffered injustice and louaby being umder-rated.
Mercantile ageuicies are not by aniy meztns la-
failible, i and thougli as a general mule they

fa. gi-et deof valuable information ta
the mercantile commuaity, yet lu thie veu-y
natutre of thiuugs tluey mtst frtxisseltly Rie ýatry.

Tiiere are doubticea many instance in whlcli
their advicea wouli flot bc rechable, an ii the
caues referred to. Utider.ratisig la perhaps of
more frequent ôccnrrence than ovcr-rating, an
it in the eafer aide to er- upon, but it would
sei but fair ilhat wlîere iîîjury reasulta ta a
trader fr-oni the for-ner cause, lie aliotý1d bc able
ta recover froua the agenry fbr auiy lons suataiu.
cd throughi sncbl înisrepresentation.

Tuux United States governisent in at a Ions ta
kuuow Wlîat ta du witlî ita surplus revenîue. It
liai been argued, ani net witltut a show of
good reuison, tlîat the internai revenue tax
shoull bW entirely dotte away witb. It doea
acent, strange that ui nation coinplainiig of' tee
usuels revenue, eliotild place a tax tiponi certain
homte inusutrics. If the tax bu ltedu ois the
groind that auch industttriçs require a certain
aniouut of goverîîîiettcontrol, wlîy îîot turn
thein over ta tic States or unicipal corpora-
tions wlîerc thunse industries are Iocated. Re-
gardiug this internai revenue, tiiere in good
grotind for the contention that taxes n0 colleet-
ed properly belong ta and elboîuld be applied for
local purposes. WViîlst tu feuleraI govern-
nment wants a rc-duction iii the revenue, the
atate and intîmicipalities require more, the
revenue derived freint tlio muanufacture of
spirits, tobacco, etc., tturned over te the muuni.
cipalitica whiere thune coinnodities are coin-
suinied, would bu placed wlîcre it would do the
moat god, nd Where it would seeni ta proper-
erly beong, at the saime tinte conaidcrably lue.
ening the pressure upon the federul treaaury.

TuE Louisville Courier Journal adopta a
mnt unique line of argunment ini favor of redue-
ing tlue dnity on pig iron. It starts out witb
the aatonialting asiertion that what la wasited
ta develop the iron interesa of the. Southî la

-low prices for iron. Promi what achool of coin-
inerdiai economy could reaaoning: bu brought ta
uiphold sucli a statonuent ? But circumsstances
alter cases ; and the arguments produced in
tliis instance at least have an air of plaisibility
about theni wvhich in strangely nt variance with
the generally accepted lama which are suppnaed
ta goverii comumercial developsment. Thle style
of argument usedl ia, that iroil can bu produuced
more clieaply in the. South thian ln the old
furnace district.s of Ohio and Pensylvania, but
so long as prices ua-e kept aufflciently highi ta
yield a profit, manufacturera will continue ta
work their old furmuces. Wlmeuî tepreasion
cornes and brices go down ta below a profitable
biais of manufacture iu the North, these fura-
acea will have ta bu closed, and capitaliste wili
ilnveet lu the South, wluere they will still be
able ta mîanufacture at a profit. The Cour.ier
Joui-ualays every advance in. the price of
iran, ene dollar-per ton, reopeiîs a furnace lu
the North, ta tRie diaadvautage of investissent
lu the -South. The tariff, the Journal argues,
therefore retarda the developumient of the iron
industry lu the South, by keeping up pies.
Now that prices for ircua are. advancing, South-
ern manufacturers are selliuug low ta try and
keep down values, lest prices aboula reach a
point that iL would make it profitable ta i-e-
open the high-prioed furusces of Pennsylvanla
and Ohio, and thua lesen the. value of the. iran
ami cont fields cpf Alabamsa, -Kentucky, Ternues.

tee, North Carolina andi Virginis. Titis la cer-
tainily a rcunsarkable Une of reasoning, Alit we
giva it for wlîat it lu wortu.

Ttu Montrent Star lias tliocovered as a reasoîl
wliy the C.1>. R. aliould nlot oppose tlîe construe-
tienî cf the Hfudeoua Bay railway, that ausy-
ttiiig which tenids ta hasten tii. settleunat of
thi. Nortliwest muet licrease thie traffie of the
farimer railway. Tlîe Star thinks the. Rudson'a
Bay railway woùld prove a valuable feeder ta
the C. R, whetlîer the neea route ahould tu-uî
eut succussfuil or otlîerwise. This la au argu-
ment wlîich has been frequeutly uaed here lin
regard ta tRie Hudsoi' Bay railway, and per
haise the Cl'.R. authorities have adopted 'the
saine view cf tlîe case, as a reason for the
friendsls whîicl tlîey have iîîanifeetedl taward
thie former schiiem cf lete. However, if the
priticiple enîunciatcd by tlîe Star weu-e eîitirely
correct, IL would aima bu ini the interest cf tlîe
C.>.R. te encourage tRie extension; cf railwayï
fi-oui the souitli of the bouumdary, inta the Northi-
West, as sucli railways woîild certainly hasten
the settlement anid developmient cf tIie country.
That tlîe C.P.R. atithorities will aocept the
argumiient ýueseitteiby tie St«rit itsnet et &Hl
probable, aud s0 lonig as they cmi retard tlîe
developîueît cf tlîe Nortliwest by the eufore.
ment cf the mossopoly provisionis, 'wu ray ex-
Ilect the diaallowamice policy ta ho stî-ictly
"thend to.

Tiiz proposed Imuperial, lIsitute scheme,
whiclî was to aueceed tlîe Colonmial Exhibitionî,
as a sort cf permanenit mnuséumn for' the exhi
bition cf the prodlucts cf the Britishconis
lias heen abandoued for tlîe present. The Col
onisi Exhuibitioni han ne doubt beeîi of âi-eat
benefit ta the colonies, anti particularly ta Cauu-
mde. Our couîtry bai îîot suffered by thie coin-.
parison of oui- productat andi manufactures &long
alile tiiose cf thie otiier colomniea, huit the effect,
produced lia bien rather the opposite andi bas
tended ta show tlîe great natural i-euources of
this couittry, and thie commnercial development
which it ia capable of reaching. The colonial
exhibition, ini so fmi- as IL lias set forth the ad-
vantages te ho derived front more extended
Lunule relationship between the colonies sud thie
jUnitedl Kingdonu, bas heeusin a meaure suc-
cessful, aud front this the desire for a perman-.
ent exhibition han beemi manifesteul. Thie pro-
ject for thu, establishmnent of a permaaemt exhi-
bition at eue t.me gave evideuice cf a sucesut
acconmplishment cf the ulesireul endl, but it seema
that it bai siuice been stifieul by the odor of
fitunkeyisnu which surraundeti the Colonial Ex-
hibition, under the preuidency cf the Prince af
Walea. The comnmercial element deuired a
greater ahare in the nianagemént of the propos.
ed permanent institute, sud thie display of lesa
redltap sudsa correepondingdecresaein officIi
coutro, as compareti wîtb the. Colonial Exhsibi-
tion. This the official elemsent were net willing
to allow, anti after several disagreenients the
scheme watt dIrappeul The. expeusen ineurrea in
carrylng'on tie late Colonial Exhibition, under
thie manage ment cf the. Rayal Commiasionu-s
la ad ta have been enorunsous, and chai-g.. of
extravagance, if net of inistruat ane iteds at.
!t lu not unllely tuat thme project cf establiah-
iuug a permanent umueum for thme exhibition of
tii. pioducts of the. calciai, umuay b. reviveti et
soine futùre date, more dirumtly uiuer th. cou-
trol cf Lte commercial lutercsata,


