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The Progress of Genius

OM OBSCURE AND LOW SITUATIONS, TO Xi1l-
NENCE AND CELEBRITY.,

“enius is that gift of God which learning cannot
tonfer, which no disadvantages of birth or cduca-
tim can swholly obscure.”

SHOVEL, (SIR CLOUDESLY)
A brave English Admiral, was born of mean paren.
~t,and went early 10 sea.  From bewng a cadin boy
100e 10 the first honours of his profcssion, before hus
fsttunate shipwreck, (1o which he lost tus hife,) on
- tocks of Sicily.

—‘*—
THOMAS SIMPSON,

Aneminent professor of mathematics, was placad
_yyoung at the loon asa weaver, Ly his parents,
» were too poor to give him an education. B)
__n3 of a traveiling pediar he grined some knowledge
Arithmetic, but he employed lus letsure hours in stu.
»and 30 great was his progress, that he published at

age of 27, that excellent treatise on Fluzions, which

ught him ino notice. He 2also wrote on Annuities

Algebra; and besdes his professorslip at Wool.
__, waselected a fellow of the Royal Society amd
_ber of tho Academy of Suiences at Pans.
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——otec—
CURIOUS PHILGSOPHICAL CONTEMPLA-
TION ON THE CHANGES OF MATTER.
Concluded.
_ vt it is safer totransfer the argument to my-
f. These himbs of mine, Thenna, owe them-
ves entirely to the animal or vegetable food,
the ronts or the stalks, to the Jeaves or the
it of plants, or to the fesh of brute crestures
ich have passed through my mouth for these
 years, or the mouths of my parents before
: Ttus hand vould have Leen worn to a nere
leton, my arms had been dry bones, and my
ok and ribs the statue of death, bad they not
reccived perpefual recrr’ts from the field.
ese ip3 which now address you are of the
-¢ materials, and they were once growing
ths grass of the earth. This very flesh
'ch I call mine now, did belong to thy sheep
-t o0x, before it was a part of me; and it
ved to cloath their bones before it covered

mine. You know, Thoron, you are a gentleman
who delight in rural sports when you reside at
your counltry sent, and you luve tu fcast on the
gume that you have pursued. Did you ever
suppose thal any part of yourself was once hur-
sied through the mir in the hreast of a frighted
partndge, whih came befuie might into your
net? or that auny piccn of you was ever driven
thrauph the ficlds bufore ihe fuli mouthed hounds
va the legs of a hunted hare, wiich was the
uest day prepared for vour tuble? Jlad you
ever na strange a thought us this 132 And can
you believe it now? ar upon a survey of my ar-
gument, can you tell how to deay it? And what
ure hares and partndges niade of but growing
herbago or shattered corn?

it is true, you have soinetimes tasted of fish,
uither from the sea or the rivers, but even these
in their origmal also urv a sort of grass; thoy
have been led pastly by sea-weeds, and partly
by Jessor fisls whitch they have dovourad, whase
animo and natural nounshment was from some
vegetzble matter in the watry world.  In short,
Sir, I am free to declare, that whefther I have
eaten cheeso or butter, bread or milk,; whether
1 have fed on the ox or the sheep, or the fowls
of the air, or the fish of the sva, I am certain
that this body, and these limbs of mine, cven to
my teeth and nasls, and the baws of my head,
are all burtowed ongmally from the vegetable
creation.  Every thag of mu that 13 not a think-
ing power, that is nul mind or epirit, was once
growing like grass on the ground, or was made
of the routs which suppuricd some green her-
bage.

And now, Theron, whut thivk you of all these

arndoxes ? wlich of them do you cavil at?

which leaves you room fur doubt or question?
Is not philosaphy an entertaiming study, that
teaches us our ongunal, aud thess astomshing
apeiations of Divine wisdom and providence?
But ut teaches us also to have humble thoughts
of ourselves, and lo remnembor whence we came

Theron, to conclude the distourse. confessed
his surprise afid conviction; he acknowledged
the justice of Crito’s whele argumeant, gave lim
heasty thanks for tus instructive lecture, and re
solved to remember these anazing scenes of the
operations of Nature, and the adorable wisdom
of God s maker: Nor shull 1 ever larget, saud
he, the uvosuspected dependance of mun on all
the meaner parts of tho creation, 1 am con-
vinced that ptide wus nover made for man, when
1 see how much a It lits budy 15 to the fowls of
the aww and brutes of the carnth: Aund 1 thmk,
said he, I ata more indebted to my tenzats that
I could have imegmed; nor wiil I cast such a
scornful eye sgan on the grazier and the farn-
er, since this flesh and blood of mine, as well s
the furmiture of my house, and the clothes i
wear, were once growing in the ficlds orthe
woods under their care or cultivation; and § find
I am nearer a-kinto them, since tlus self’ of
mine, with all the finery that covers it, was made
originally of the same materials with them and
their coarser sovernngs.

ON THE ADVANTAGES OF SOLITUDE.
¢ If from socicty we leamn to live.
*Tissolitude must teach us how to dio;

It hath no flatterers, vanity can give

No hollowaid alone”'— ¢ ¢ ¢
L] ® P . . .

That man’s state of mind 13 deserving of com.
passion, who, when the labours of the day are
over, and its duties, toils, and concomitant anx.
tetics, have ceased to engross tho attention,
cannot lnok forward in the ovening to the plea-
sure of spending an hour or two, secluded from
society, and following tho train of his own ro-
fl=ctions, enjoy that peculiar gratification which
solitude, when so spent, can alons afford. He
wnust, indeed, be possessed of an uncommonly
strong and independent mind, who can daily
mingle with soncicty, and not receive a very
pewerful smpulse from its influence; and, what-
ever be the natural disposition and bent of the
mind, there are few who do not imperceptibly
irbibo .he tonc &nd manner of thinking of the
society with which they are habitually convers-
ant.

The tendency of the youthful mind to receive
unpressions from, and assumlate stsell to, the
society with which & is surrounded, is very ap-
parent; and the formation of fulure character
tfrequently depends on these very impressions.
It becomes, thea a matter of the highest unport-
ance to consider the effects which the associa-
tions that, from various causes, we are obliged
to form, have upun our character; and this can
anly boe done by withdrawing occasionally from
them entirely, when released {rom the engage-
ments of secular pursuits.

To a refloctive mind what satisfaction does it
not affurd, to emerye occasionally from the vortex
of worldly pursuits, and, disengaged [rom the
stream of social extstence, duwn which we are
hurried with incrensing velocity, to repose on
ils banks, and conlemplate as spuctators the
bewngs and objects that pass before usin such
rapid successivns,  So muchimpressed have men
10 al! ages been with the 1mportance of solitude,
that thousauds have withdrawn themsclves al-
together frum society, from a deep conviction of
the transitosy and unsatisfactory nature of all
human pursuits, and from the persuasion that
trup happiness was only to be found away frum
the cates, vexations, and, so frequently over-
whelming calamities, interwoven with sociai con-
nexions. Even missnthropy bas acsumed the
sncred title of religion, and  closters have been
filled by men who, under the garb of a sanctity
ton pure to be gullicd by intercourse with human
frailty, have rexigned themselves entirely to a
state of sloth as worthy of the contempt as of the
pity of every generous mind.

To say nothing of the glaring impiety of this
proceeding, their conduct is just as irrational a9
that of the man who, from a consideration uf the
benefite which he derives from a few houra’
slevp, should retire to his dormitory, and thers,
except when roused by tho calls of nature,
should spend his whole time in 2 constant lethas-
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