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ARTICLE VII.

Owners of ships or vessels who can prove that they have 
sacrificed an anchor, a net, or other fishing gear in order to 
avoid injuring a submarine cable shall receive compensa­
tion from the owner of the cable.

In order to establish a claim to such compensation, a 
statement, supported by the evidence of the crew, should, 
whenever possible, be drawn up immediately after the 
occurrence ; and the master must within twenty-four hours 
after his return to, or next putting into port, make a declara­
tion to the proper authorities.

The latter shall communicate the information to the con­
sular authorities of the country to which the owner of the 
cable belongs.

ARTICLE VIII.

the tribunals competent to take cognizance of infractions 
of the present Convention are those of the country to which 
the vessel on board of which the offence was committed 
belongs.

It is, moreover, understood that, in cases where the pro­
visions in the previous paragraph cannot apply, offences 
against the present Convention will be dealt with in each 
of the contracting States, in accordance, so far as the subjects 
and citizens of those states respectively are concerned, with 
the general rules of criminal jurisdiction prescribed by the 
laws of that particular State, or by international treaties.

ARTICLE IX.

Prosecutions for infractions provided against by Articles 
II, V and VI of the present Convention shall be instituted by 
the state, or in its name.

ARTICLE x.

Offences against the present Convention may be verified 
by all means of proof allowed by the legislation of the 
country of the court. When the officers commanding the 
ships of war, or ships specially commissioned for the pur­
pose by one of the high contracting parties, have reason to 
believe that an infraction of the measures provided for in 
the present Convention has been committed by a vessel 
other than a vessel of war, they may demand from the cap­
tain or master the production of the official documents 
proving the nationality of the said vessel. The fact of such 
document having been exhibited shall then be endorsed 
upon it immediately. Further formal statements of the facts 
may be prepared by the said officers, whatever may be the 
nationality of the vessel incriminated. These formal state­
ments shall be drawn up in the form and in the language 
used in the country to which the officer making them 
belongs ; they may be considered in the country where they 
are adduced, as evidence in accordance with the laws of


