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of Siguenza, one of the richest sees in the kingdom.

To crown the whole, in 1568, Pius the Fifth, on the

application of Philip, gave him a cardinal's hat. The
king seems to have taken the greater pleasure in this

rapid elevation of Espinosa, that he sprang from a

comparatively humble condition, and thus the height

to which he raised him served the more keenly to

mortify the nobles.

But the cardinal, as is too often the case with those

who have suddenly risen to greatness, did not bear his

honors meekly. His love of power was insatiable ; and

when an office became vacant in any of his own depart-

ments he was prompt to secure it for one of his de-

pendants. An anecdote is told in relation to a place

in the chancery of Granada which had become open

by the death of the incumbent. As soon as the news

reached Madrid, Hernandez de Cordova, the royal

equerry, made application to the king for it. Philip

answered that he was too late, that the place had been

already given away. '* How am I to understand your

majesty?" said the petitioner. "The tidings were

brought to me by a courier the moment at which the

post became vacant ; and no one could have brought

them sooner unless he had wings." " That may be,"

said the monarch ;
** but I have just given the place to

another, whom the cardinal recommended to me as I

was leaving the council. " "

Espinosa, says a contemporary, was a man of noble

presence. He had the air of one born to command.

His haughty bearing, however, did little for him with

«' " Puede ser, pero el Cardenal Espinosa me consultd en saliendo

del consejo, i prove! la pla9a." Cabrera, Filipe Segundo, p. 700.
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