
[40 J

Numb. 6.

P^per on the importance of the Newfoundlandfpery^ by Mr. Poftlethwayte. '

" ^TpHE French have taken every meafare to improve their fiflieries in general

X fince the treaty of Utrecht. They have exceedingly increafed that to

Newfoundland as well on the coaft as on the Great Bank. Nor do tl>ey fifli only

on the Great Bank, for fuch fi(h as are cured without drying, as the Dutch do

in their white herring fifliery in the open fea •, but have had the addrefs to obtain,

that the ifland of Cape Breton fliould be yielded to them to fortify, and do what

they pleafe with i where they have been long ftruggling to eftablifh another

Dunkirk, to the ruin of the Britifh American commerce ; and where they carry

on their dry fifliery as well as at Placentia. But as if this was notprivilege enough

fcr them, we have impoliticly granted them the liberty to refort to the very ijland of

Newfoundland itfelf and ereSiflages^ &c. to cure and dry their fijh^ to the unfpeakabk

detriment of our fifhery there.

In the time of king Charles I. the French paid us a tribute for the liberty of

curing and" drying fifli at Newfoundland, and we could deprive them of it when-

ever we pleafed. Of late years they have not only ceafed to pay tribute, but, by

their neighbourhood at Cape Breton, will oblige us to keep large garrifons as

well at Nova Scotia as Newfoundland, if we will prevent our being furpri'zed •,

where at Newfoundland they have the liberty of the fifliing feafon equally with

us, from Cape Bonavifta northward to the northern point of the faid ifland, and

by which they are alio become our rivals, in a very fine falmon fifliery there. The
French are now be(iome fo much our competitors in this trade, and are encreafed

to fuch a degree, that they employ yearly above five hundred fail of fliipping to

carry on their fifliing on the Great Bank of Newfoundland, and on the coaft of

that ifland ; that is in their wet and dry fifli : hereby they have not only fupplied

themfelves with the fifli they formerly took from us, but furnifli many parts of

t5pain and Italy therewith to our prodigious lofs." •

Surely this paper proves the bad confequences of the article on this fubjeft in

the Britifli Memorial
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