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there is no appearance, that our Minifters had any

reafon to a;-)prchencl before Mr. Holbourn Tailed

from Spithead, that Mr. la Mottbe would be
" ordered to J.oiiifbourg :" but, as foon as they

h;ul, they Iciu Mr. Holbourn a reinforcement,

which nuulc him (lill fuperior to the whole

French lltct.

And will) regard to the obfervatlon, " That
" the naval force fent to take Louifbourg was
*' diipatchcd too late in the year j" it is well

known that Mr. lidboiirn lay wind-bound at

Spithcad, St. Helen':-', and Cork, fix weeks in

the whole at leaft, and was afterwards nine weeks

on his palliige to Halifax : if his fliips had not

been thus retarded, hu mull have arrived there by

the beginning of May ; in which cafe he would
have had it in his power (according to the Letter-

writer's own account ot the times of the arrival

of the French fliips at l.ouilbourg) firft to have

intercepted Mr. Reirft^s and Mr. Beaufremont^s

iquadrons fcparately, (but if not fcparately, his

fquadron was fuperior to their joint force) or at

lead to have prevented their entering the har-

bour •, and Mr. la Motthe^ who did not get to

Louilbourg till the 29th uf June, would, in all

probability, have Ihared the fame fate ; which

mud have fecurcd the reduttion of Louifbourg.

That Mr. Holbourn did not happen to arri\^e at

Hahfax bv that time, accordmcp to the intention

of the Alinijlers^ and what might have rcafonably

been expe6fed, can't be juftly charged to their

account, but was wholly owing to contrary

winds i ar^ adverfe Event, which all fea Enter-

pTizes are liable to, and no Miftijters can either

torefee or controul.
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