
ISH PATRIOTS. ON THE PLEASURES OF SCIENCE.

Thy blossom, in the bad that lies,

Shall burst its fetters strong

;

So, from oor tender love shall rise

Thy light, thy fame, thy hopes, thy joys

;

And prouder far shall sound ere long

Our Fialand's Patriot Song.

^Illustrated London News.

ON THE PLEASURES OF SCIENCE.

To pass our time in the study of the sciences has, in all ages,

been reckoned one of the most dignified and happy of human occu-

pations, and the name of philosopher, or lover of wisdom, is given

to those who lead such a life. But it is by no means necessary

that a man should do nothing else than study known truths, and
explore new, in order to earn this high title. Some of the greatest

philosophers, in all ages, have been engaged in the pursuits of active

life ; and he who, in whatever station his lot may be cast, prefers

the refined and elevating pleasures of knowledge to the low gratifi-

cation of the senses, richly deserves the name of a philosopher.

It is easy to show that there is a positive gratification resulting

from the study of the sciences. If it be a pleasure to gratify curio-

sity—to know what we were ignorant of—to have our feelings of

wonder called forth, how pure a delight of this very kind does natu-

ral science hold out to its students t Recollect some of the extra-

ordinary discoveries of mechanical philosophy. Is there anything

in all the idle books of tales and horrors, with which youthful

readers are so much delighted, more truly astonishing, than the fact,

that a few pounds of water may, without any machinery, produce an
irresistible force ? What can be more strange, than that an ounce

weight should balance hundreds of pounds, by the intervention of a
few bars of thin iron?—Observe the extraordinary truths which
optical science discloses t Can anything surprise us more, than to

find that the colour of white is a mixture of all others ; that red, and
blue, and green, and all the rest, merely by being blended in certain

proportions, form what we had fancied rather to be no colour at all

than all colours together ?—Chemistry is not behind in its wonders.

That the diamond should be made of the same material with coal

;

that water should be chiefly composed of an inflammable substance

;


