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CHAP. XXVI.

Of their fiimrals.

THE war being cmlecl, humanity

doth invite ua to bewail for the

dead, and to bury them. It is a work

wholly of piety, and more meritorious

tli.in any other. For he that yiveth fuc-

coiir to a man wliilll he is alive, may
liope lor fonic fervice of him, or a reci-

procal kiiidn>.ls •, but from a dead crea-

ture, we cm expcft nothing more. This

is that which made that holy man Toby

to be acceptable to God •, and for that

good ortice, tliey tliat employed them-

lelves in tiie burying of our Saviour arc

prailed in the gofpel. As for tears and

jnournir.gs behold what faith the wife fon

cf SiruiJj : My fin pour forth tears over

the iL-.iJ, and It-gin to mourn as if thou

/.\:Jjt fitjfcred great harm thyfelf \ and then

cover his body according to bis appointment^

and nc^lci} not his burial. Make a griev-

cus lamentation, and be earncjl in moun-

v:g, and ufr lamenlalicn as he is worthy,

and that a dc.y or two, lejl thou be evil

fpckcn of.

This kflbn being come, whether it be

by fome tradition, or by the inftinft of

nature, as tar as to our lavages they have

yet at this day that common with the na-

tions of tlufe parts to weep for the dead,

i\\\'\ to keep the b<xlies of them after

iluir dcceale, as it was done in the time

of the holy p.icriarciis Abraham, Ifaac,

and 'Jacob, and fincc. But they make
ftrange clamours many days together, as

we \..\.\^ in Port Royal, fome months after

our aiTival into that country (to wit in

November) wlKie tluy made tiie fuiieral

c Tcmonies lor one of tlieirs, named Pa-

lioiii.i who liad taken foinc merchandizes

out ie>{ Moiif. de A/cnts'i llore-houfe, and

went to truck witli the Armouchiquois.

I'his Panoniac was killeti, and the body

brouglit back into tiie cabins of the river

of iSV. (,Vi;;.v, wliere our favages did both

Weep lor hisn and embalmed him. Of
wiiat kind this balm is [ could not know,

not b/u'.g able to enquire of it upon the

})lace.s ; I believe tluy jag the dead corps

and make them to dry. Cert.iin it is,

that tliey pi.eilrve them irom rottennels ;

wiiicii i\\\\i[t, they ilo alnioll throughout

all thefe [ndies. 1 le that iuuli written tlie

hiflory of Virginia, i'.iith that they du.w
VM ihrlr entrails Imm the body, Hay the

(le;id, take .iway the ikiii, cut all the Hclh

dIY from the bones, dry it at the fun, then

lay It '^enclofed in mats) at the feet of the

deul. rliat done, tliey give him iiis own
fixin .;gaiii, and cover therewith tlie bones
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tied together with leather, fartiioning it

even lb as if the flelh had remained at

it.

It is a thing well known tiiat the anci-

ent Aigyptians did embalm the dead bodies,

and kept them carefully. Which (befides

the prophane authors) is feen in the holy
fcripture, where it is faid that Jofeph did
command his fervants and phyficians to
embalm the body of Jacob his father ;

wiiich he did according to the cullom of
the country. But the Ifraelites did the
like, as it is feen in the holy chronicles,

where it is fpoken of the death of the

kings ylfa and Joram.
From the river of St. Croix, the faid

dcccafed Pancniac was brought into Port
Royal, where again lie was wept for. But
bccaufe they are accultomed to make their

lamentations for a long continuance of
days, as during a month, fearing to offend

us by their cries (for as much as their ca-

bins were but fome five hundred paflea

off from our fort) Membertou came to in-

treat Monf. de Pcutrincourt not to diflike

that they fhould mourn after their wonted
manner, and that they would be but eight

days in performing of it, which he ea-

fily granted them ; and then afterwards

they began the next day following, at the

break of day, their weepings and cryings,

which we did hear from our faid fort,

taking fome intcrmifTion on the midft 6f
tlie day ; and they mourn by intermifTion

every cabin his day, and every perfon his

turn.

It is a thing wortliy marvelling, that

nations lb far iliftant do agree in thole ce-

remonies with many of the hither world.

For in ancient times the Perftans (as we
read in many places of Herodotus, and
.'^. Curtius) did make fuch lamentation,

did rent their garments, did cover their

heads, did cloutli themfelves with a mourn-
ing garment, which tlie holy fcripture

doth call fnckclc'h, and Jofephus fchema
tapeincn. Alio they fliaved themfelves,

nnd their h<>rles and mules, as tlie learned

Brufms hath noted in his obitrrvations, al-

leging for this purpofe both Herodotus and
Phi/arch.

Tlie /Egyptians did as much, and per-

adventure more, in that wliich concern-

eth lamentations. For after the death of

tlie holy p.itriaich Jacob, all the ancients,

men of calling, and the counfellors of the

houfe of Pharaoh, and ot the country of

Egypt, went up in great multitude even as

tar as to the corn floor of Atad in Canaan,
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