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purfufd or lilfturbci!. It is
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". '•!"{; ''•'" "( a prey

is about the fizc of a fmall rat,

colour, with two white lines

thai t'inii an oval on its back. The fur of this animal,

ttiJi that of the crniin, otter, and martin, make up what

is railed the linull ptltry.

The crniin is abnut the fizc of the fquirrel, its fur is

extremely white, its luil long, and the tip of it as black

as jet.

The martin, or fable, lives principally among the

mountains ; is as lonj; as a common cat, but very flen-

dcr : their fur is very fine and valuable.

The nuifk-r.it refeinbles the beaver in every part, ex-

cept its tail, which IS round like th.it of a rat. One of

ihtle animals weighs about five or fix pounds. During

the fummcr feafon the male and female keep together, but

frparate at the approach of winter; and each fecks a

fticlter ill fomc hoUuw tree, without laying up any pro-

vifinns.

The foxes here are of various colour*, as black, grey,

fed, and white ; who, by their craft and cunning, make
great havock aimmg the watcr-lowl in the lakes and

rivers.

i'hc country abounds with a vaft variety of fowls,

and the rivers and lakes are well Itored with falmon,

eel', and a multitude of various kinds of other filh.

SECT. III.

/ Dffnpt'ion of Quebec and Monlrtal ; with a particular

Jii'jUHt ofthe Con'juejl of thofe Cities, by which all Canada

I'icumejuSjcSl to the Cmvn of Great Britain.

QUEBEC, the capital of Canada, featcd about three

h'.uidred miles notth-wed of Bofton, in New Eng-
l.iiij, is a handlbme and large city, Itrongly fortified.

The harbour is flanked with two baflions, which at high

tulles arc almolt level with the water. A little above one

ol tliem is a demi-baltion, which is parily taken out of

the rock ; and above it, on the fide of the gallery of the

fort, IS a battery of twenty-five pieces of cannon : above

this is a fquare fort called the citadel, and the ways trom

one foriification to another arc difKcult to pafs. To the

left of the harbour, on the Ide of the road, arc large

batteries of cannon, and fome mortars. It is encompallcd

With walls, and has a caftle on the brow of a bill, about

lurtv fathoms above the town ; but it is irregularly buiit,

and fi'rcilled with only two baftions, and no ditch to-

wards the town. It has alio another fort at Cape Uia-

n.ond of lolid ruck, four hundred fathoms high : but it

owes its greatertUrength to nature. The firfl place taken

notice ot upon landing here is a fquare of an irregular

figure, with well-built houfes on one fide ; on the back

<il which is a rock ; on the left it is bounded by a fmall

church ; and on the right has two rows of houfes parallel

ti) each oilier. There is another between the church and

the harbour ; as alfo another long row on the fide of the

bav. This is called the Lower I'own, which is moftly

inhabited by merchants ; but it is too much crowded.

lietA'ecn this and the Upper lown is a very (leep alccnt,

in which are ftcps for the foot pallcngers to go up. This
has noble edifices, and between two large fquares is a

(•irt, in which the governor refides. Oppofite the fort

tiK Rccolle>ils have handloine houfes, ami on the right is

thcc.ithcdral, which is built in a mean llile, but has a

large, l.ii;h, and well-built tower, that may be fcen at a

L;it'.it diltaiiec. Over-againll tiiis is the Jefuits college,

wiii.;h is a fine building ; and between them arc well-

hiiik-houlcs. The houfe of the Knights Hofpitallers is

.irt.itelydruillurc, with two fine pavilions. In the lecond

Ajuarc aie two d. (cents to the river of St. Charles, an
liolpital called Hotel- Dieu is in the midway, and Irum
iheiice are fmallcr houfes, which reach to that ol the in-

icnil,,nt. On the other fide of the Jefuits colles^c is a

I'litly long ilrect, in which is a nunnery. Almolt all

iliv lioules are built of Itone, and there arc above fcveii

tiH'uiand inhabitant?. Uefides the Lower and Hij;hei

I owns, there is another beyond the latter, un the banks
of the river St. Charles, along which arc fevcral neblc
cuumry feats.

97

C37

In 17 1 1 the Engli/li fltitJ out a (Ijcf, with a defirrn
to conquer Canada ; hut the expedition f.iiltd, from the
rafhncis of ihe admiral, who, contrary to tltcadvitcof
his pilot, failed tr.o near the Seven illes, .nnd thus loft
his largelt fliips, with throe thouland of his b. U f.ulors.
Hut it has iince been atta.I.ed with much bctier luccefs.

It will not be improper to give here a particular ac-
count of the taking of this citv, one of the imH diffi-
cult cnterprizes that was ever effecfcd by the united efiorts
o( prudence and valour. 'I'hc fituation of the place, and
the fortilicatiuns with which it is fecured ; the natural
Itrcngth ot the country ; the great number of vefTc!'. and
floating batteries the I'rench h id provided for the defcnci;
of the river ; the (kill, labour, fuperior force, and uncom-
mon vigilance of the enemy ; their numerous bodies of
Indians, who continually hovered about the pnlis of the
Englifh to lurprizc panics and harrals detachment'! ; thefe,
and many other obilacles, formed fuch a combination of
difficulties, as was fulficicnt to dilcoura^c and perplex
the bravelt and moll intelliaciit general.

But the fpirit of Wolfe was not to be intimidated by
danger; embarking the troops onboard the tranfports,
he palled with them up the river; while admiral Holmes
maoe a motion with his (hips to amule the enemy, now
polted along th

:
north fhorc. But the tranlpoits hein<>-

extremely crowded, and the weather very bad, the ge"
neral thought proper to cmton half his troops on 'the
louth lliore, where they were refrcflied. As no proba-
bility appeared of annoying the enemy above the town, it

was agreed to convey the troops farther down in boats,
and land them during the nigtit within a league of Cape
Diamond, in hopes of alceniling the heights oY Abraham,
which rife abruptly with a Ueep afcent trom the banks of
the river, that they might take pofleffion of the ground
on the back of the city, where the (ortircations were but
inditt'ercnt : but the dangers and difficulties attendiii'--

this undertaking were exceed
:
great. Theftieamwat

rapid; the ihoie fhclving ; i bank of the river lined
with centinels; the landing-, jce fo narrow as to b;.-

cafily milled in the dark ; and the ground fo difficult as
harJIy to be furmounted in the day-time, had no oppo-
Inion been cxpedfcd. Had the enemy received the lealt

intimation Irom a fpy or dcferter, or even fufpcitcd tha
delign j had the embarkation been dilcovcrcd in coiile-
qutiice ot the rapidity ot the river, or the iteepnel's of the
north fliore, near which they were obliged 10 row; had
only one ccntinel been alarmed, or the landing place
much miitaken ; the height of Abraham mult ha\c bcea
inllantly lecured by lucn a force as would have rendered
ihc umlertaking abortive ; conlufion would have necella-
rily entucd in the dark ; and this confufiim would natu-
rally have produced a panic, which might have proved
fatal to the greater part of the detachment. Thde ob-
jedlions did not efcape the penetration of the intrepid
Wolfe, though he readily adopted the plan, and even
executed it in perfon, though at that time aiBiited n,ih
a fcveie dylentery and fever.

Having prepared for this dangerous cnterprizc, admiral
Holmes moved with his fquadron larihcr upthe river a-
bout three leagues above the intended landing-place in
order to deceive the enemy, and amufe M. do liou >ain-
ville, whom Montcalm had det.ichcd with fifteenliun-
dred men to watch the motions of that fquadron • but
the Englilh admiral was directed to fall down in the
night, and [irotcdt the landing of the forces ; this he
pundtunlly pertormed. On the twelfth of Stpicmber at
one III the morning, the firft embarkation, conhllin" of
four complete regiments, the light infantry, commanded
by colonel Howe, a detachment of Highlanders, ami the
American grenadiers, was made in flat-bottomed boats
under the immediate command of the brigadiers Monck-
ton and Murray, though general Wolfe accompanied
them in perfon, and was cue of the fiift who landed :

and they began to fall down with the tide to the intend-
ed place of dilembarkation, rowing clofe alon ' ihc norm
fliore, in order to find it the more eafilv. The boaij
glided gently along without any dilorder ; but bv the
rapidity of the tide, and the darknefs of the m-'ht, tl.t /
overlbot the mark, and the troops landed a lit"le belo'V
th? place Intended.
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