
PpoviNCi OF Nova Scotia,

Halifax, S.S. }

I, Michael Mgaqher, of the City of Halifax, Yeoman,
make oath, and say as follows :

—

I say that I was an assistant attendant in M 8 Ward,
in the Provincial Hospital for the Insane, from, or about
the month of September, 1875, until May, 1876. 1 had
constant opportunities of noticing the (|uulity and quantity
of the food used. The butter was often uneatable from
being rancid ; it had frequently to bo sent back ; it was
sometimes two or three days before we got any in its place.

The butter was always strong.

The tea was of poor quality, often very poor. The milk
was hardly noticeable in the tea, the quantity was so scanty.

In September, when I was first employed, the bread waa
sour and soggy. Afterwards, it goi a little better.

Sometimes, the meat was insufficient, except tor ten or
twelve who worked outside There were from thirty to

thirty-five persons in my Ward. Some days the patients

got no meat, other times we showed them a sign of it, to

prevent complaint. Other times we had to see which patient

to take it from, in order to give it to another who would be
more troublesome. One class of patients got butter, others

none.

There were a number of wet beds daiiy in my Ward.
They were rarely taken out in the air They were generally
left for some days as they were. One patient, Norman
McNeil, was in a very bad state from bed-sores. He was
paralyzed, and generally laute. I called Dr. Fraser's

attention to his state, so that I should not be under any
responsibility about him. Nothing was done for him.
Being nearly helpless, his bed was in a worse condition than
other patients who could look after themselves. It was
revolting to look at him. The sores^ were on his hips chiefly,

and on his back. The bed-clothes were put out in the attic

to dry,* but it only hardened them; when the patient laid on
them, the warmth and perspiration made them worse than
ever. The bed-clothes of this patient wiere never taken to


