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son of the Indian leader Brant,* who is mentioned in mj poem
"Gertrude of Wyoming." Last week, however, Mr. S. Bannister

of Lincoln's Inn, called to inform me of your being in London, and

of your having documents in your possession which he behoved

would change my opinion of your father's memory, and induce me
to do it justice. Mr. Bannister distinctly assured me that no dechv-

ration of my sentiments on the subject was desired but such as sliould

spontaneously flow from my own judgment of the papers that were

to be submitted to me.

I could not be deaf to such an appeal. It was my duty to inspect

the justification of a man whose memory I had reprobated, and I felt

a satisfaction at the prospect of his character being redressed, which

wafl not likely to have been felt by one who had wilfully wronged >t.

As far as any intention to wound the feelings of the living w^as con-

cerned, I really knew not, when I wrote my poem, that the son and

daughter of an Indian chief were ever likely to peruse it, or he affect-

ed by its contents. And I have observed most persons to whom I

have mentioned the circumstance of your appeal to me, smile with

the same surprise which I experienced on first receiving it. AVith

regard to your father's character, I took it as I found it in popular

history. Among the documents in his favor I own that you have

shown me one which I regret that 1 never saw before, though I

might have seen it, viz. the Duke of Rochefoucaull's honorable men-

tion of the chief in his travels.f Without meaning, however, in the

least to invalidate thai nobleman's respectable autliority, I must say,

that even if I had met with it, it would have still offered only a

general and presumptive vindication of your fiither, and not such a

specific one as I now recognize. On the other hand, judge how
naturally I adopted accusations against him which had stood in the

Annual Regis' er of 1779, as far as I knew, uncontradicted for thirty

years. A number of authors had repeated them with a confidence

The namclms been almost nl'vnya inaccsirately spelt Brandt inEni^Iisli books.

fThe following testimony is borne to his fair name by Ilochefoucault, whoso

ability and means of forming f. correct judgment will not be denied. "Col. Brant

is an Indian by birth. In the American war he fought under the English banner,

and he has since been inEnghind, where he was most graciously nccived by t/ie King,

and met with a k'nd reception from all classes of people. His manners are semi-

European. He is attended by two negroes ; has established himself in the English

way ; has a garden and a farm ; dresses after the European fashion ; and neverthe-

less possesses much influence over the Indians. He assists at present (1795) at

(he Miami Treaty, which the United States are concluding with the western In-

dians. He is also much respected by the Americans ; and in general bears so ex-

cellent a name, that I regret I could not see and become acquainted with him."
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