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forth in great state to receive him, and they met apparently

as friends, but there was enmity against each other in their

hearts.

The rich and gallant array with which Count Feman
made his entry in Leon was the theme of every tongue ; but

nothing attracted more notice than a falcon thoroughly trained,

which he carried on his hand, and an Arabian horse of won-
derful beauty, which he had gained in his wars with the

Moors. King Sancho was seized with a vehtment desire to

possess this horse and falcon, and offered to purchase them
of the count. Don Fernan haughtily declined to enter into

traffic
J
but offered them to the monarch as a gift. The king

was equally punctilious in refusing to accept a favor; but as

monarchs do not easily forego anything on which they have
set their hearts, it became evident to Count Fernan that it

was necessary for the sake of peace to part with his horse

and falcon. To save his dignity, however, he asked a price

corresponding to his rank ; for it was beneath a cavalier, he

said, to sell his things cheap, like a mean man. He de-

manded, therefore, one thousand marks of silver for the

horse and falcon—to be paid on a stipulated day ; if not paid

on that day the price to be doubled on the next, and on each

day's further delay the price should in like manner be doubled.

To these terms the king gladly consented, and the terms were
specified in a written agreement, which was duly signed and
witnessed. The king thus gained the horse and falcon, but

it will be hereinafter shown that this indulgence of his fancy

cost him dear.

This eager desire for an Arabian steed appears the more
singular in Saucho the First, from his being so corpulent that

he could not sit on horseback. Hence he is commonly known
in history by the appellation of King Sancho the Fat. His

unwieldy bulk, also, may be one reason why he soon lost the

favor of his warrior subjects, who looked upon him as a mere
trencb rman and bed-presser, and not fitted to command men
who lived in the saddle, and had rather fight than either eat

or sleep.


