
the tidal Hotter has not) to take fish whilst passing through his 
water, a small share of the fish which ho permits to pass hisnrt.
Allow me to suggest to tie*' I hgiartmeiit of Fisheries another uvVh 
of settling this question. In Scotland, in tirths, estuaries and rivttt 
the seine is used for salmon fishing. In the Hav of Fundy the sweep 
or drift net gilling the fish is useiC nlso this net is used in the Finder 
River to the exclusion of any other, it is also used on tin1 Columbia 
River Why not allow it in Hay Chaleur with certain length and 
size of mesh and giving the whole general public a chance to parti­
cipate hy paying a license fee and doing away with all the fixed 
stationary nets and pickets. That : almon can Ik- caught hy this 
mode is undoubted and if the weekJv close time is observed sufficient 
fish would reach the fresh water. Even in a fresh water river the 
drift net cannot take all the fish, if so, there would have been none in 
the Restigouche years ago •

Quite a change has taken place on the dear old “river since 50 
years ago. Islands have been swept away, others increased, (illuvial 
llats on its banks where the wooded protection was cut down swept 
otl by ice and water. Yhe silt held in solution by the • riverm 
spring, increased by the lumbermen driving on the smaller branches 
ami cutting through the al hi vials in the brooks to float the lumber, 
when met at its mouth by the reaction of the tides, liecaine deposit­
ed. creating middle I a in and extending banks, do: ing up many chan: 
nels \ ou can see now the ' lames of some old vessels said to 1*" 
French war ships sunk by the English in 1774 some tiye miles above 
where a schooner would float to-day. In those good old times no 
laws were in force (if there were any they were dead"letter) respect­
ing the mode or time of salmon fishing. Whilst fish were running 
close to shore in early spring the net would be set from (jfftue rock 
having a favorable eddy, later used to drift or sweep,each net would . 
have an ulloted piece of river or the parties would take turns about 
first. The Indians and whites, loth in August and Sept, would go 
100 miles above tide water after the fish, but as many of the jxols 
ai e very deep a remnant must have escaped. The Indians would 
commonly start in a laxly on Monday morning, pole all day ambeon- 
tinue poling and spearing up-stream all night. The fish caught were 
split and buried under the gravel in some of the small cold brooks.

hey would keep on for three days in this manner and on return 
take ill the fish, finishing up by Saturday night. When they went 

! 111 waters it took two weeks, and they used to carry a portion 
o Milt. At tbii time the debris of the torches (of bark) would lie 
along the beaches and shores like winrmvs of hay Our beautiful, 
clear, peebly bottomed Restigouche was the spearer’s paradise.

this state of matters was not changed in a day. The Fisheries 
Department endeavored to stop thisillegal fishing, but which both 
whites and Indians believed they were perfectly justified in continu­
ing, particularly a# the rivers were leased to a few individuals, ignor-
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