
terms. It is the otily syHtem in use at this dato, north of the 49tli [>aralk'l mid
west of 89th njeridiaii. Thtire is not a province in (Canada whore it is not
idrcudy in uw,'. It hiis hoon adopted f)n the railwayn in Nova Scotia, New
JJniiiHwick, I'rinci' Edv\ard IsUind, Manitoha, AHsinihoia, All>crta, HritiHli

Cohimhia, and partly in Qiuihcc and Ontario ; ho satisfactory are the rcsnlts of
the new notation tlnit it lias heen determined to extend its application and it

is expected that hefore ionf^; it will he in general use for railway purposes
througliout the Dominion.

28. In the United States a strong expression of opinion in favour of the 24
hour notation has he»;n ohtained. The American Society of Civil Engineers,

deeply conccsmed in the perfection ofthe railway system of the liepuhlic, has since

the year 18H0 takoi an active interest in time reform. This Society led the

way in preparing the minds of men for the general acceptance of the IFour

Zone system r*ix years ago, and since then it has vigorously directed !ittenMf)n

to the "24 hour notation." It has a special Committee whose duty under the

authority ot the Society is to correspond with Railway Managers on the

suhject, and in every proper way to promotx^ the adoption of the new notation.

The communications whi(;h have heen sent out hy the American Society t)f

Civil P^ngineers to the leading railway men throughout the country have
eli(Mted a very large numher of rei»lies. They emhrace tht; oi)inion of, it is

believed, a considerahle majority of the managers of all the Railway Companies
in North America, and of all who have been heard from about 97 per cent, are

in favour of the adoption of the 24 hour notation in the railway service of the

country at an (?arly date. It is quite obvious that there is a widespread

feeling in favour of tlie change and it oidy remains for the CJeneral Time?

Convention, an organized body, representing all the railways in the United

States, to take decisive action in the matt(n", so that the new notation may be
brought into us(! simultaneously in every section of the country.

24. (-anada in adopting ttie hour zone system and in introducing the "24
hour notation " has umloubtedly taken the lead in carrying into effect, in the

most practical manner j)0ssiblc, the essential jirincipl(!s of Universal time.

The "24 hour notation" has likewise been introduced in the llailwjiy servi(!e

of (!hina, and it is not a litths remarkabU; that on(! of Hk; oldest Eastern

civilizations conjointly with the youngest Western civilization should set

an example in breuking through the trammels of custom to itiaugurate

a reform which every intelligent person believes to b(^ desiraijie. Uni-

versal time will be substantially ado[»ted in North America so soon as

the "24 hour notation" is brought into use throughout the United States,

There is but one step necessary to secure to Great I'iritain all the advantagcf;

of Universal time, that is the adoption of the "24 hour notation "
; this one

reform concerns the railway system and railway travc^Uers especially, and in

a country where all travel more or less, I cannot but think that if English

railway managers were informed as to the ease with which the changt! baa

been introducinl in Canada, and the satisfactory results which have followed,

they would very speedily take moans to obtain similar advantages. I am
confirmed in this view by an examination of the letters which have been re-

ceived by the Science; and Art ])(!partment, South Kensington, (topics of

which I have been favoured with. These letters go to show that the resolu-

tions of the Washington Conference on this subject are cordially favoured by
the following important bodies ami departn)ents, viz. :

—


