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Coldnies when wc can rcadilv iu<~'\ l\esi'r\-e men in

this cKuntiv lo aect'iil 1 lie coinlit ions. I (*ann(»t pledge

nivsclt' t(t anythinL;' (h'finile witli i-euard to the matter,

except that t he ( 'onnna inh-rs-iii-C "h icf will put t heinst'lNcs

in eoiiimnnicat ion with the \ai'ions ! loxci- nmeiits to si-e

liow tar thev arc \NillinL:' l'» Li'o. W'c arc not in such need

of Keserv'c men. and the •'^iijtply is not so limited hut what

we coidd hir!4"cl_v increase it : and I couhl not promise tliat

we cold (1 siipj)ly t (» t lie \aiioiis ( 'olonies t he apj»aratns tor

t raininu" at the expense of this country that is. to h'lild

batteries and to supply the iiistriictoi-s and tlu' lienses

wliere the inst rnctors niiLiht live, which are all matters

of x^'vx coiisideralile cxjteiise. (hir oi'u'an isa t ion is now

such that we should lie ahh- to train a \ cry much lai'U'cr

niimhci- of Hest'rxc men tlian we ha\(' at tlie jn-eseiil

moment. AVe Innc liT.'KH) men, hut there are numerous

applications from men. and we shall increase the nundter

of our Keserves at home, 'riierefore it is not the Daucity

of oiir nninl)ers t hat would induce ns to u'o to anvureai

exj)ense. l^ut I ackintw h'dij'c the \aliie of the Colonies

if thev woidd i*ont rihiite men etiicieut Iv ti'ained as an

lm])erial consideration from many points of \'iew : and,

thei'ef(»rt\ so far as the oru'aiiisat ion is conceiaied. we will

do our Ix'st to see whi'ther t he deveh3])nient (d the UeserNc

undei' t he condit ions I lia\e nicntioned is possible. I do

not disii'iiise fr<»m you that there are considera'ou- diiH-

culties in the matter wdiich lia\i' liitherto arresti'd any

proo'ress at all. l)ut I think 1 have made a fair otTer and

an oil'ei' which will test the real sincerity, not of the

(Jovin'nmeiits of the Colonies, becanse i btdieve tlu'in to be

sincere, but the reality of the jiossibility that we should

be able to increase to anv extent our Keservt". (Cheers.)

(ieneral Lai i;ii:, M.P. : Perhajis, 8ir, you will allow nu'

to sav one word in reference to the ilitliculties that liave

been placed before you, as l)einu' almost jiroliibitory, of

oru'anisinu' a Naval Reserve force in the Colonies. One
dilliculty which has been stated outside is that you will


