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Sir James Lougheed thait Bill 125, an Act
providing for the -acquisition by His Ma-
jesty of the capital ýstock of the Canadian
Northernî Railway comîpany, be now read
a second time, and the motion in amîend-
mend of Hon. Mr. Bostock.

Hon. A. B. CROSBY: Honourable gentle-
men, when I had the privilege adjourning
this debate on Friday evening I had
been discussing the principle and the
poliey involved in the Bill. Fron the
statements made by the honourable
leader of the Governnmient in connection
with the sane and also the speeches
made by the honourable gentleman
fromr Kingstoa (Hon. Mr. Richardson),
the honourable gentleiian fron Sydney
(Hon. Mr. McLennan) and the honourable
menber for Wentworth (Hon. E. D. Smith),
I feel that sufficient arguments have been
advanced, if arguments were required after
reading the Bill, to convince every honour-
able gentleman that no Bill lias ever coie
before 'this 'House more entitled to the
unanimous support of the imenbers than
the Bill now before us. We had decided
that the principle and policy inîvolved i.n
the Bill were the principle and policy of
stoppi.ng further paynients to the Canadian
Northern, and we lad also decided thait that
was the only way to deal with this ques-
tion. We hïad decided, by referring to tie
situation which exists throughout the Do-
nminion of Canada, that the people would
not be satisfied to give further aid to the
Canadian Northern Railway coipany in
order that they night keep their system iu
operation. We had decided also that one
of the principles involved in the Bill was
the question of equity, and that that natter
should be arbitrated upon by the very -best
neans whieh we could find in the Dominion
of Canada. I ani sure tere is no
honourable geitlemaii iii this Houe twho
would deny that the Government have
adopte-d the very best mîethod of ar-
bitration. They have nanred, as ar-
bitrator to represent the Government, Chief
Justice Meredith. The Government have
provided that our aibitrator and the ar-
bitrator to be appointed by the Canadian
Northern shall confer, and, if they fail to
agree upon the third arbitrator, his appoint-
ment shall be in the hands of the senior
judge of the Exchtequer Court of Canada.

If I have heard, in this House or anywhere
else, a word in any way reflecting upon
the method of this arbitration, or suggesting
somntetling ibetter, it lias been in the direction
of saying that the mîatter should be referred
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to the Exchtequer Court. Well, honourable
gentlemen, if we give a judge of the Excie-
quer Court the opportunity of naning the
third arbitrator, ie may name hiniself.
Thus would be remîoved the only complaint
which has been made with regard to ar-
bitration, if complaint lias been made at all.
But if the judge of the Exchnequer Court
does not nane hinself, lie will noninate
somte other gentleman who, in his opinion,
will bi capable of filling the position pro-
bably as well as himîtself. S I sav that
is all that cau be desired. We have
deeided also that, in the interest of thi-
Dominion the road shall not be permitted
to go into liquidation; tiat it would be
disastrous to allow such a thing to occur;
and therefore we nust continue the road
in proper operation, in order to maintain
the traffic facilities which are essential to
the best interest of the country, as well as
to our overseas battalions and our Allies.
An additional reason is in order that every
man who is enployed on that road shall
continue his work as if nothing lad hap-
peiied, and in order that the $12,000,000 t-i
$15,000,000 whiclh are vearly paid to those
imîen shall continue to be paid.

Then we comie to discuss, more or less
in detail, the other advantages that will
coie to the Dominion. Everybody who lias
been following this matter knows that all
the provinces of Canada are interested in
this Bilh, and very many municipalities are
inîterested. It lias been said lere by some
honourable gentleman that the province of
Quebec ias not contributed anything in the
way of subsidies or bonuses to the Canadian
Northern railway. If that be so, -tlie pro-
vince of Quebec is much better off; but I
do say here, and say it in the presence of
honourable gentlemen representing that
good old province, that the continuation
and proper equipîttent of the Canadian
Nortlern, as provided for in this Bill, are
going to be of the greatect possible alvantage
to the province of Quebec as well as to the
other provinces. Every province of Canada
is interested in the question, as well as
mîîany tmunicipalities. The provinces in the
West are interested to a considerable leare.
For what reason? Beceause in the West
the branches of the Canadian Northern are
of the very best; they go in all directions

iid provide facilities for the fariers and
prbducers of that country equal to, if not
greater than, those offered by the Canadian
Pacific railway. Those products of the
West are broughft to the main line,andmust
be transported to the East. We shall be
further interested when the railway is con-
pleted to Quebec and linked up with the


