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Routine Proceedings

offence. The petitioners request that Parliament not repeal or
amend section 241 of the Criminal Code in any way and to
uphold the Supreme Court of Canada decision of September 30,
1993 to disallow assisted suicide euthanasia.

CAPITAL PUNISHMENT

Mr. Bill Gilmour (Comox—Alberni, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, in
the second petition containing 303 signatures, the petitioners
request that Parliament hold a national binding referendum on
capital punishment.

CANADIAN WHEAT BOARD

Mr. Leon E. Benoit (Vegreville, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, pursuant
to Standing Order 36 I have the honour on behalf of some
constituents of the Vegreville constituency to table a petition in
the House today. The 26 petitioners are requesting Parliament to
continue to give the Canadian Wheat Board monopoly powers in
marketing wheat and barley for export.

THE DEFICIT

Mr. Jag Bhaduria (Markham—Whitchurch—Stouffville,
Ind. Lib.): Mr. Speaker, pursuant to Standing Order 36 I am
presenting a petition signed by petitioners in the Markham—
Whitchurch—Stouffville area. These petitioners call on Parlia-
ment to reduce the deficit by cutting wastage and reducing the
overall expense of every government department by at least 5
per cent.

UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE

Mr. Charles Hubbard (Miramichi, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
pursuant to Standing Order 36 I have a petition signed by more
than 400 constituents in a very rural and remote area on the
westerly side of Miramichi. They feel they are being discrimi-
nated against by the Unemployment Insurance Act.
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They petition Parliament to reform the UI boundaries, which
affect their remote and isolated communities in a negative way.
They believe they are not being treated fairly under that com-
mission.

GUN CONTROL

Mr. Bob Speller (Haldimand—Norfolk, Lib.): Mr. Speaker,
I also rise, pursuant to Standing Order 36, to present a number of
petitions from constituents in my riding who have concerns
about the present firearms legislation.

These constituents call on the government to support laws that
will severely punish violent criminals, which of course the
minister has, but to also support legislation that will repeal and
modify existing gun control laws, which have not improved
public safety or have not proven to be cost effective.

SEXUAL ORIENTATION

Miss Deborah Grey (Beaver River, Ref.): Mr. Speaker,
pursuant to Standing Order 36, I too would like to present
petitions. One is from the constituents of Beaver River, Redwa-
ter, Thorhild, Radway, and the Waskatenau area, who are calling
upon Parliament to be very careful about the Canadian Human
Rights Act, to make sure there is not the inclusion of sexual
orientation.

They are saying that because the inclusion of sexual orienta-
tion in the Canadian Human Rights Act would provide certain
groups with special status, rights and privileges and that they
would be granted solely on the basis of sexual behaviour, that
inclusion would infringe on the historic rights of Canadians,
such as the freedom of religion, conscience, expression and
association.

These people are humbly calling upon Parliament to oppose
any amendments to the Canadian Human Rights Act or the
Charter of Rights and Freedoms that provide for the inclusion of
the phrase “‘sexual orientation”.

I present those with pride as the member for Beaver River.

Mr. Ed Harper (Simcoe Centre, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, pur-
suant to Standing Order 36, I am pleased to present in the House
today four petitions from my riding.

The first petition deals with a request for the Government of
Canada not to amend the Human Rights Act to include the
undefined phrase “‘sexual orientation’’. Refusing to define this
statement leaves interpretation open to the courts, a very dan-
gerous precedent to set. Parliament has a responsibility to
Canadians to ensure that legislation cannot be misinterpreted.

GUN CONTROL

Mr. Ed Harper (Simcoe Centre, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, the
second petition is on the subject of Bill C-68, the gun control
bill. The petitioners believe the target for all gun control laws in
the Criminal Code of Canada must be the criminals who are a
danger to the public safety, not law—abiding, responsible fire-
arm owners.

CHILD CARE

Mr. Ed Harper (Simcoe Centre, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, the
third petition is on the subject of child care. The petitioners
believe current federal government child care policies are
intrusive and discriminate against many families. They believe
parents should have the freedom to make the choices about what
type of child care is best for their families.

The petitioners request Parliament to oppose any legislation
that will increase child care expenditures.

JUSTICE

Mr. Ed Harper (Simcoe Centre, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, the final
petition is on the subject of drinking and violence. The petition-
ers were shocked by the recent Supreme Court decision, and



