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The Budget-Mr. Bruce

Mr. BRUCE: Mr. Speaker, ýI stili maintain
that I was refer.ring ta curtailment of the
freedoma of speech and that therefore I was
perfectly within my rigbts as a member of
this bouse.

Mr. McCANN: With reference to, whom?

Mr. SPEAKER: Order. The bon, gentle-
man is referring to the curtailment of speech.
fIe is entitled ta state bis views, but he mnust
not, in referring to freedorn of speech, refer
to some other matter wbich bas already taken
place in the form of a debate in the otber
bouse.

Mr. BRUCE: Mr. Speaker, rnay I just
quote an eminent Frencbman, Voltaire, who
once said:

I disapprove oýf what. you ýsay, but I wilI
defend to the death your righ-t to say it.

I the-refore wisb only ta have the same free-
dom in this bouse as tbey bave in other
parliaments af tbe world.

Mr. MACKENZIE (Vancouver Centre):
Order.

Mr. GRAYDON: You just keep quiet- It
is tbe Speaker's job ta keep order, flot yours.
We cannot bear tbe debate for your cries of
"order".

M.r. MACKENZIE (Vancouver Centre):
You are the most frequent interrupter in tbe
bouse.

Mr. SP.iýAKER: 1 arn quite sure the bon.
member for Parkdale-

Mr. MACKENZIE (Vancouver Centre):
Tbe leader of the opposition was flot in tbe
bouse wben it bappened.

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 arn quite sure tbe bon.
member for Parkdale (Mr. Bruce) does not
intend to convey by bis words tbat I bave
refused him permission to exercise bis privi-
lege of free speech witbin this bouse, but
that is tbe only inference I can draw from
bis remaýrks. I muet ask the hon. member
ta dissociate bimself from any such meaning.

If the bon. member for Parkdale does
not hear me distinctly I wish some of the
hon. members would convey ta bim wbat
I have just said.

Mr. CRUICKSHANK: Witbdraw what you
said.

Mr. HOMUTH: Witbdraw notbing; what
are you talking about?

Mr. SPEAKER: Tbe bon. member for
Parkdale does not bear me. I wisb some
of bis colleagues would convey ta him the

meaning of wbat I bave aiready said ta bim,
because I *must ask that be sbould dissociate
himself from any meaning tbat 1 migbt take
as a reflection upon the Chair in that I amn
preventing bim from exercising bis right of
free speech.

Mr. GRAYDON: Mr. Speaker, I just came
into the bouse-

Mr. MACKENZIE (Vancouver Centre).
Yes.

Mr. SPEAKER:- Order. I amn sorry ta in-
terrupt the leader af the opposition (Mr.
Graydon), but I bave al-ready taken the posi-
tion that the bon. member muet witbdraw the
implication or the menning wbich bis words
convey, namely, that I was exercising the
rigbts of the Chair to prevent bim fram the-
right of free speech.

Mr. GRAYDON: Mr. Speaker, ail that I
wanted ta say was this-

Some bon. MEMBERS: Order.

Mr. SPEAKER: I arn always willing in-
deed ta hear the leader of the opposition,
but on this matter-

Mr. GRAYDON: I fail ta sec wbat this
is ail about and wby I cannat say a word
on the matter-

Mr. SPEAKER: In tbe meantime, the
position so far as the Chair is concerned is
distinct. I ask the han. member for Parkdale
ta witbdraw the meaning be implied in bi&
remarks.

Mr. BRUCE: I had no intention of imply-
ing that Your Honour bad been unfair. I
meant only ta say that wben a man s
punished for exercising bis undoubted right
of freedam af speech in this parliament, then-
I think it is time that somebady sbauld speak
up for bim. I would bave expected that the
leader of this bouse, who -bas always been s(>
careful about the privileges oi parliament,
wauld bave said something in this regard
before now, but nothing bas been said. That
is pretty nearly ail I bad intended ta say.
It does seemn ta me and ta others that mený
wha are outside this parliament sbould not
have a right ta punisb members of either-
bouse for sometbing they say in the bouse.
We bave bad an illustration oi that happening
witbin recent days. It is against that metbad
of interfering with freedom ai speech that 1
wisb ta pratest in the strongest terme pas-
sible, and it is only because of that that I
bave intervened in this debate this evening.


