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Inspection of Canned Salmon

I started out with the intention of moving
an amendment to the motion to go into aup-
ply. 1 amrn ot going to move the ameudment,
but I should like to read it:

That zill the words after the word "that" be
struck out and the following nubstituted in lieu
thereof:

This hou.e recommends tha-t the subject
rnatter contained in order in council No. 206,
be referred Vo the select standing committee on
marine and fisheries for discussion and report.

My excuse for moving thîs arnendment
would have been that it was the only way I
could bring this matter to a vote. I cannot
bring this question before the house by means
of a resolution because, as we ail know, private
members' days soon will be taken away from
us, and it would ha impossible to reach that
resolution. I think the urgency of the niatter
would justify my moving such an amend-
ment, but I arn not going te do so because
that would mean a vote of want of confidence
in the government, and of course that would
be used against me; hon. gentlemen opposite
wouid say I was playing politics. I would
ra,ther leave the matter to the goodwill and
judgment of the government, and I asic them
if they will not refer this matter to the com-
mittee on marine and fiËheries. Surely that
is not a drastic step to take. I amn only ask-
ing that the matter bc investigated. The gov-
ernment will have a mal ority on the com-
xnittee, and they need not fear any ill con-
sidered action being taken. I arn net af raid
to leave the matter to the committee, because
aIl I want is an investigation and to have
some publicity thrown on the matter with
ail the facts brought Vo light. I will be
saitisfied with the judgment of the committee.
I feel sure that if the government would take
this stop this legisiation, which came in
through the back door by means of an order
in coundil, would be thrown out the front
door in the interets of fairness, equality and
justice and te the ultimata benellt of every-
one concerned in the fishing industry.

Now it is vcry much up Vo the government.
What arc thcy going Vo do? There are
Vhousands of fishermen in British Columbia
whose livalihood will be seriously imperilled
if conditions remain as they are. These
fishermen will be waiting for the decision of
the government with anxious hearts, and 1
hope and trust that the governient will see
their way clear to allow this matter to go
to the select standing commi.ttee on Marine
and fisheries.

Hon. H. H. STEVENS (Minister of Trade
and Commerce): Mr. Speaker, for over an
hour and a haîf the hon, gentleman bas

regaled the bouse with a dissertation on
fishery affaira on the Pacifie ceast. I shall
not attempt to follow him, either in the
extreme language he bas used in describing
matters which ane capable of being diacusaed
in the most ordinary way, or in the extrava-
gant manner in which ha bas refarred to this
matter.

These regulations arose out of certain
matters which were brought to my attention
as Minister of Trade and Commerce, and I
wish to take a measure of responsibility for
the order in council to which reference has
been made. Canada bas a very valuable
canned salmon business, which is largely
limited te the Pacifie cost. Our exports of
that class of goods amount to from $6,000,000
te 39,000,000 a year. I think for the past two
years they have amounted Vo something over
36,000,000 yearly, se it will be seen that this
business is very important. About haIf these
exports, roughly speaking, go to the United
Kingdom, while our exports to Australia total
over a million dollars, and in addition very
consîderable quantities go to other countries
scattered throughout the world. It is highly
essential t-hat, so far as possible, we should
maintain the quality of this produet. Can-
ada bas achieved a very good name for its
canned salmon in ahl the markcets of the
world. During the last ten years, in fact for
a good many years, wa have been faoed with
keen cempetition from the United States in
fish packed in Alasican wate.rs and in adjacent
American waters, but in more recent years
Japanese salmon caught off the Siberian coast
and the northern coast of that country has
been a very serious competitor with our
product in the world market; and during the
past three years or so Russia also bas corne on
the maazket with an excellent product in the
f orm of caixned saJinon, making the competi-
tien against the Caoedian produet more amd
more keen.

We have been raither jeeous of our pack.
Efforte bave been maide for years ta ensure
theit it ahould be uniform aaid of higli quality.
It is quite true thMs ealmon of the saine
varioty caught in different sections will fire-
quently be eomewhat different in colouýr anid
in -the qualitY of t.he produot, but efforts
have beesi made for many ylem ars maintain
at leaist some standard of excellenSc in our
product. During tAhe paat year, tbrough in-
formation obtaiied fmm the commercial
intelligence brench of the Departmerit o)f
Trade and Commerce, we leairned thait the
Ckenadiien pack wus detericratiné in some
respecte. Some portions of the pack had
been called in question by importers, and
indieed very erius 1cm ta cir business was


