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reservoirs, canaIs and ditches, in certain areas
,are now owned and administered by the land
*owners. But consequent on the dcvelopment
of those water systems, the rebuilding of
certain structures which had fallen into dis-
repair and their proper maintenance, water
rates, speaking very generally, werc raised
frorn somewliere in the neighbourliood of
four and five dollars ta eight and ten dollars;
and as water, la the lifeblood of the land in
the irrigation district, and is looked upon as
a direct charge on the land, so, it liad a very
definite effect on the capital value of orchard
.properties. In 1921 followed another big crop
at low prices. The optimism which had
started in 1919 was already drooping, and in
1922 carne an absolute devastation lu fruit
prices, the bottom dropped out of the rnarket,
-its effeet was severe on the value of orchard
property, and in consonance with that the
value of rnixed' farming property dropped a
very great deal lower than it was at the time
the mai ority of these purchases were made.

Now, with regard ta, the view which. the
soldier settlers thernselves in that neiglibour-
hood take of this matter, I should like to
direct the attention of the committees ta a
resolution which was adopted by the soldier
settlers in the middle section of the Okanagan
valley. The covering letter, which. accomn-
panied the resolution contains a paragraph
which. I desire ta quote:

That if,,Major Barnett la accurately reported in racent
speeches -that abandoned soldier holdings will be given
to new immigrants et a pries ln keeping with present
values, and if auch la now Vo be the Co'verrnent'a
poliey, then it la feit that the need for a reduction of
original losans of soldiera hecomes imperative if the
immigrant la not Vo be more favotn'ably treated than
your soldier settlers.

That demonstrates wliat 1 consider rnight
be called the framne of mind lu which the
soldier settlers met together and adopted this
resolutioci. The resolution itself was passed
at a meeting of soldier settiers ln the Okana-
gan district of Britishi Columbia on Mardi 10.
After referring ta the inflation in land values
aud ta the depreciatian lu tlir land, stock
and equipment ta the extent of 50 per cent
or more, and ta the incommig: Britishi gavern-
rnent-assisted immigrants, the resolution pro-
oeeds:

Therefore be it regolved that this meeting represent-
ing the districts of Kelowna, But Reloiwna, Eutland,
Glenmore, Elliaon -and the Mission, desires by thia
resolution urgently Vo request the Right Hlon. Mac-
kenzie Ring and the parliament of Canada Vo enaet
leglalation whioh shaI ensur reduetion cf Vhe soldier
settiers' lands Vo the extent cd at lest 80 per cent
of their original account..

I am,~ glad to sec that there is this -furtlier
paragraýph:

Reâolved that, this meeting desires to express appre-
ciation Vo Colonel .Tohnston, Superintendent, S.S.E
Vernon District, and staff, for their considerate treat-
ment of the soldier settiers during the past <lifficuit
period.

1 arn glad of that expression of appreciatian
because, as I say, I eau only speali with de-
tailed knowledge of the conditions ini Yale.
My impression for years past has been that
the officiais in that office have been doing
everything that was humanly possible to make
the Soldier Settiement Act a sucoess, and to
assist soldiers in their efforts.

But the introduction of this entirely ne*
suggestion, thst the reduction. should be 50
per cent of the original p*urchase value, I
think perhaps rnay corne about from ladk of
a clear understanding on the part of those
soldier settiers of just what revaluation means.
Take it for a moment with regard ta orchard
land. If an orchard is to be maintained, the
work you have to do to it is fot going to
be definitely beneficial in the year ini which.
it is donc. The -proper way ta build up 'the
soil of an orchard is ta cover crop and to
turn that cover crop in. There is no dollars
and ents returu to -the owner during that
year, nor ind eed at any Urne, except in, the
effeet which the increasing of the àumus of
the soil has on the quantity and quality of the
fruit. The sarne rcmark applies, to an extent,
-to pruning, spraying, thimiing-all this la work
wbich lias ta be doue if the orchard is to be
maintained at a -praper degree of excellence
to, carry the fruit of subsequent years. Now,
the soldier settler sayi, if revaluation la taken
on now it may easily develop that the
present-day value of that orchard is higlier
than it was when it was purchased, but yet
the purchase wais made during a tirne whcn
land values were inflated, and it StRi s and
always wiill be an undue burden on that
soldier settler so, long as lie lias to make bis
payxnents to the board on too high a value.
I think 'in that also if the minister would
make ta Etaternent that ail these matters will
be taken into account and that a real in-
vestigation *11 take place as to the surn of
money paid in the year of purchase with
regard to ý.hat tliat land really was worth,
then the soldier settlers of Yale wiU2 at least
understand tlie qu'stion rnuch more thoroughly
than thcy do at pres.ent.

,With regard to the details of the resolution
on which the bill l8 ta, be based, I arn 'in-
clined to, think, again confining my, remarks
to those parts of which I have. kuowledgé,
tliat theie is virtue in the suggestion that in
the firEt place the 'settler and the represent-


