
JUNE 28, 19M0 430v

suits and more difficuit in working out than
to have the grain markets opened for a
period of one, two or three months, then
closed again under legisiation and the activ-
ities of the wheat board resumed. I would
suggest that it would be wise in the in-
terest of aU concerned that the Govern-
ment should reach their deci-sion as to the
continuance of the board for another year
at as eariy a date as possible and should
make it known to the country so that there
would be no uncertainty in regard to the
matter..

Sir GEORGE FOSTER: I quite agree
with my hon. friend (Mr. Crerar), in both.
bis suggestions and the Government wil
pursue that policy. They have ascertained
from the trade, as we eall it, that if.decon-
trol cornes, the middle or latter part of
August would be as early s they would
care to undertake operations upon the
board. Certain preliminary arrangements
have to be made if tbey are to carry on
their operations; ail the more so because
for three years they have been rather ont
of the f ull running. The Goverument- are
bearing that in mind and the jecision wil
be given at a sufficiently early
date to enable theri to make 'all
the necessary preparations before the
oneninçý of the -exehange. We are in a
difficuit nosition - there la nio doubt
about that. Whatever may occur is in the
future and we cannot quite tell what it
will be. But one pretty certain fact is before
vs. Taking things as they look now. a more
than ordinary crcp will be raised in the
Northwest. Tak'ing things as they appear
to us now in the West witb coal supplies.
railway equipment and transport gener-
,alIy as they are, matters will be none too
favouirable in the best of circumstances for
the rapid and adequate rnoving of the crop.
If the crop is larger than before, greater

-financia] and other efforts must be made
to inove it and put in force the machinerv
necessary for moving it. My doubt would
he whetber, if there wae net seime guarantee
that actual losses wouid be taken into ac-
count by the board and that an adjust-
ment cf these losses would be had according
to the beat opinion of the board, you would
get that f ull effort, enterpris e and financial
investment in the preliminary operations
looking to the marketing of the grain that
would be essential and that therefore the
farmers might suifer very largely because
of that inadequacy. These are soine of tho
things that confront us and it is difficuit
for any Governinent to have to face them.

But there is the point of view that the
f armer muet hîmsielf take. He cannot
market bis own grain individually; it iý4
impossible and it is tbrough the mechan-
ism, either of normal business methods or
of the wheat board, that bie can hope finan-
cially or otherwise to get hie grain moved.
get it into the hands of the consumer and
get his return payments. It is those things
that must be borne in mmnd on both sides
and we are subject to the uncertainties of
the position. I arn hoping that it wili turn
out that if decontrol takes place wheat will
not have to be oontrolled again but one
cannot tell. In one sense it might be better
if ýcontrol had to take place that decontrol
should not first take place but iny view,
the view of the Government and the view
largely of the business people of Canada
anid ef the f armersmay be this. I do not
know. Rt is very difficuit when you hiave
50,000, 60,000, 70,000 or 80,000 te feel that in
the aggregate you jare in contact with their
view. But there is the situation. The
Government bas to deal with it and it will
keep in mmid the two suggestions as my
hon. friend bas given îhem tio us.

*Mr. ROBB: The minister now is making
provision f or the eventuality of possible
basses. fiupposing that the Government de-
cides to handie the crop; that at the end of
the year there is a slump in the nmarket
of :fitty cents a bushel, and tbat Canada
sustains a loss of $50,000,000 or $100,000,000
on account of handling that wbeat, ia it
f air that ail the taxpayers of Canada should
be assessed for that wben, upon the state-
ment of the minister made in the House
a few days ago, the wheat board now bas
on hand. a considerable sum of money, not
owing to profitable handling but te advances
in the market? The experience of those iii
the trade is that tbe market is just as liable
to go down as to go up. Would tbe minis-
ter conisider the wisdom of bolding the
money now in the possession of the wheat
board in trust and making a redistribution
when tbe Government decides to dlean up
ail titis handling of the crop and go back
to normal conditionsP Il it is f air titis year
to give the grower the advantage of an
adv.ancing market, surely he should he
ready to stanxd the chances of a declining
market next year. What would the minis-
ter think about that?

Sir GEOPJGE F'OSTFR: 1I think that my
hon. friend, if hie thinks for a moment, wiIi
ot press that point.

jMr. ROBB: I would li-ke the minister's
opinion on it.


