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any attempt to prove that lie did must ne- ' A union for defence ' is proposed by His
cessarily fail. Grace the Secretary of State for the colonies.

I said a moment ago that England her- A union of the British North America pro-
self had laid before us in an official way vinces for the formation anti maintenance of
her contentions with regard to defence; I one uniform system of military organization
would like to refer to what occurred in this and training, having a common defensive

fund, and approved by Her Majesty's govern-country more than half a century ago at ment; a union whose details would emanate
the time of the American war. At that time from the Secretary of State, and whose man-
the Duke of Newcastle proposed to the agement would be entirely independent of the
Canadian government-it was during the several local legislatures. Your Excellency's
union of the two Canadas-that we sliould advisers have no hesitation in expressing the
do three things. He proposed that we opiion that any alliance of this character
should organize in Canada a force of 50,000 cannot at present be entertained.
men, that we should place it under imper- Your Excellency-s advisers now turn to the

, t w general principle whici underlies the argu-ial direction and vote the necessary sup- mnt of His Grace. That the riglit of self-
plies for five years. Let me point out how government has for a co-relative duty the
that proposition was received by the Cana- ma.intenance of provision for the defence is a
dian government; and I cannot better do 1 proposition which, in the abstract, is indis-
this than by referring to a memorandum 1potable; but it is only indisputable in the
prepared by the Canadian cabinet in Octo- case of government of states which are
ber, 1862, to be handed to His Excellency sovereign in themselves, as between a colony
the Governor General for transmission to and the parent state it cannot be said to exist

the Duke of Newcastle. This memorandum in He same senso.
proves that the men of that day, wi are The, whole memorandum is pregnant with
taking part in the conquest of our political protest against any application of the prin-
liberties, were men who realized better than ciple that the military or naval forces of
do those who are now controlling the gov- this country should be controlled by any
ernment of this conntry, what that de- other power than the legislature which
mand meant. Let me quote from the mem- established them.
orandum: Let me now refer to a memorandum pre-

Anoter suggestion enbraced in his Grace's, pared net se very long ago-not by any
despatch is well calculated to excite surprise. conference, but by a special cemmittea cf
Your Excellency's advisers allude to tliat por- tis Impérial Privy Council itself. Tiat
tion of the despatch in which his great pur- ceuncil itseif teck this satter loto consider-
poses to remove the control of funds required
for military purposes fron the domain of flic dn cf tdme preot whit
parliament. His Grace is evidently aware
that the proposition wears the aspect of ' an Duke of Devonshire aliuded when le epoke
interference witlh the privileges of the re- at tie neeting cf the British Empire Lea-
presentation of the people,' and it is certain gue on tue Srd cf December, 1806. The is
tisat a'ny sacasoro hiable te tis construction wiiat the Duke of Devonshire said:
nover will ho and ought vot tno -entertained
by a people inheriting tise freedosu guaranl- I have found with very groat satisfaction
tend by Britishs institutions. Tise imperia on my return te office, after an absence from
parliaisont guards iit jalous care the officiat aif ocf a good many years, the large

means cf îaintaining tise military and naval pregross wiicci bcas ieen made in the consider-
force cf the empire. rs apropriatins are atien cf tise gr eat question of imperial de-

aýnially xotod and net the most powerfui fonce. A body is nlow in existence, and bias
minister bias dared te propose te tise fouse been fer ny years called the Colonial De-

cf Commens the ahandoament cf ils central- fonce Ccmmittee composed cf represEntatives
ling power for a peried cf fivo yoars. If the cf tise admiralty, the war office and the colon-
disturbing action cf ordinary politics is a iai office. That body as made a complote
reatn fer remsving ie tisal direction cf study cf the question cf colonial d:fence as

neve willt bee andn ough not toiis bemetertine

military preoparatien frm parliament, it i
in every sense as applicable in Engid as i I lias studied the question from the point cf

Canada. oWhat tie flouse cf Comm s la ourd vie cf eaci colony, and every coony,
not under any circumstances of datnger on- s -hsethsr it be a Crown coîeny or a self-gev-
tertain, e nu t likly telly entertained bv tie esning cciony, is nox in possession cf tose
legisiature cf Canada. Wisatever ovils he Ho- usevs cf ler Majesty's govornmeat as te tie
cidont te reprosentative institutions, tie Poo- ature cf tie attack tie possible attaccn-tt
pie cf a British province wiil net frgt that w-hi any of them may ho exposod, and as te
t uey are trivial in comparison witi those tie osas cf defence wcsich it is possible te
wsich are inseparabie frem arbitrary ai- oppose te such attacks. Every clonial gev-
thrity. Pepular liborties are enl safe when omntent nw knows what the imperial givers-
the action cf tie peope restrains and guides b nyt is proparod te undortake in their de-
tise policy of tose w-ho are inv-sted with fonce, aud hat must ho ieft te themselves te
the power cf directing the affairs of the ceoun- udertake. Nox, aithough tie instructions te
try. They are ente against military despotism tthos cmitte, and the plans which this
wielded by a crrupt gveroment, nly when com ttee has prepared, are, aad mst ho, te
they have in their handes le means cf con- a vry great extent, cf a cnfidential charac
treliong the supplies required for the main- ter, yet I am permitted te make a public an-
tnance ocf the military orgnization. nuncement cf the principes upon which
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