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Basing themselves on the principles and rules of international humanitarian law, in 
particular the principle that the right of parties to an armed conflict to choose methods or means of 
warfare is not unlimited, and the rules that the parties to a conflict shall at all times distinguish 
between the civilian population and combatants and between civilian objects and military 
objectives and accordingly direct their operations against military objectives only, that in the 
conduct of military operations constant care shall be taken to spare the civilian population, 
civilians and civilian objects and that the civilian population and individual civilians enjoy general 
protection against dangers arising from military operations,

HAVE AGREED as follows:

Article I

General obligations and scope of application

1. Each State Party undertakes never under any circumstances to:

(a) Use cluster munitions;

(b) Develop, produce, otherwise acquire, stockpile, retain or transfer to anyone, 
directly or indirectly, cluster munitions;

(c) Assist, encourage or induce anyone to engage in any activity prohibited to a 
State Party under this Convention.

2. Paragraph 1 of this Article applies, mutatis mutandis, to explosive bomblets that are 
specifically designed to be dispersed or released from dispensers affixed to aircraft.

3. This Convention does not apply to mines.

Article 2 

Definitions

For the purposes of this Convention:

1. "Cluster munition victims" means all persons who have been killed or suffered physical 
or psychological injury, economic loss, social marginalization or substantial impairment of the 
realization of their rights caused by the use of cluster munitions. They include those persons 
directly impacted by cluster munitions as well as their affected families and communities;


