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perception that American foreign policy is agamnst Islam. This is
an issue that is linked to American policy toward Palestine and
Israel. The terrorists say that say ail diplomatic efforts have failed
so what else can they do except to keep on sacrificing themselves
as a way of keeping momentum gomng to show to the world that
this is no small matter. As long as the world cannot solve this
matter, I think the implications are very complex, because it is
assumed that the problem of Palestine is a central issue for Islam
in the world today. What kind of role can Canada - as a middle
power - play in dealing with this problem?

A: I arn not going to attempt to give an analysis of the root causes of
terrorism ini Indonesia, but there are two aspects in response to
what you said. The foreign policy statements, augmented by the
nature of the media, which is to sensationalize and to simplify
issues, really means that as acadeniics or as others who are trying
to counter this simplification of issues, we have a huge task ahead
of us. I agree with you it bas been a problem to conflate what
happens ini the iddle East with terrorism and with Islam. This
is why I agree with you and why I cail essentially for trying to
educate through vartous means the necessity to think of these
things as distinct - national liberation movements, compared to
terrorists who for one reason or another decide to set off bombs in


