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are also vitally important and rapidly expanding. In each of these regions, we continue ta
develop strong economic links and political partnerships. Through the implementation of free
trade agreements ta aur membership in organizations such la Francophonie, the
Commonwealth, and APEC we have substantial ties to a growing number of nations. We are
also learning some important tessons.

The market systemn needs an effective and accountabte state ta maintain the rule of law,
enforce contracts, uphold universat rights, and regulate relations among economic actors.
Promoting growth and democracy le far more complex than we first envisioned.

We are seeing positive developments. In a growing number of countries around the wortd
democracy is resurgent, civil society is taking hold and prospects for growth are promising.

Economic and social development are, of course, central ta these advances. Whether through
development assistance, debt relief, support for sustainable development and good
governance, Canada remains committed ta playing a rote in promoting long-tern prosperitv and


