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ARTICLE 16

Language of Communication

In the application of this Agreement, the competent authority or competent institution of a
Party may communicate directly with the other competent authority or competent
institution in any official language of that Party.

ARTICLE 17

Understandings with a Province of Canada

L. The relevant authority of Australia and a province of Canada may conclude
understandings concerning any social security matter within provincial
jurisdiction in Canada provided that those understandings are not inconsistent
with the provisions of this Agreement.

2; If the relevant authority of Australia and a province of Canada conclude such an
understanding, then any references in the legislation of Australia to a scheduled
international agreement with a foreign country shall be read also as references to a
scheduled instrument of understanding between Australia and a province of

Canada.
ARTICLE 18
Resolution of Disputes
L The competent authorities of the Parties shall resolve, to the extent possible, any

disputes which arise in interpreting or applying this Agreement according to its
spirit and fundamental principles.

2. The Parties shall consult promptly at the request of either concerning matters
which have not been resolved by the competent authorities in accordance with
paragraph 1.

3 Any dispute between the Parties concerning the interpretation of this Agreement

which has not been resolved or settled by consultation in accordance with
paragraph 1 or 2 shall, at the request of either Party, be submitted to arbitration.

4. Unless the Parties mutually determine otherwise, the arbitral tribunal shall consist
of three arbitrators, of whom each Party shall appoint one and the two arbitrators
so appointed shall appoint a third who shall act as president; provided that if the
two arbitrators fail to agree, the President of the International Court of Justice
shall be requested to appoint the president.

5 The arbitrators shall determine their own procedures.

6. The decision of the arbitrators shall be final and binding.



