
people on the ground. They are points of discussion at kitchen tables rather than abstract, "high
politics" issues. Politicians must react.

Conflict has increased in the past decade. We can flot even counit the number of lives lost.
These are intrastate wars, based on etbnic, religious and economic divisions, in which 90% of
casualties are civilian. Contemporary intrastate conflicts do flot have intemnationally established
rules of war. This means that people are forced from their homes because they are ethnically
different. They are driven from across borders to fulfil tactical prerogatives of oppressive states.
Children are ofien used in these wars and countless other unconscionable acts perpetrated. This
shocking disregard for human life must be countered. Securing htunan life must be at the centre
of foreign policy. To this end the human security framework should be further developed.

There is a need to rearrange ourselves into new coalitions and utilise new technology.
The Ottawa process may be a model for New Diplomacy. Lt capitalised on broad public
awareness about the negative impact of landniines for civilia-ns, it actively involved the public,
and new technology was exploited. The debate over the establishment of the International
Criminal Court in Parliament created interest in the new institution and nurtured thinking about
Canada's own legisiative system. Politicians, like-minded countries and other international actors
realised it was time to change -the rules, culminating in the signing of the Rome ICC Treaty. The
Treaty ensures that criminals cau no longer hide behind state sovereignty. Furthermore, crimes
against women and girls and other sexual crimes can no longer be conimitted without impunity.


