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Sudan has also signed on to the Slavery Convention; as amended., the Supplementary Convention 
On the Abolition of the Slave Trade, and thé Convention relating to the Status ofRelgees. In 
addition, it has ratified the ILO conventions concerning.Forced Labour. 

rt is important that Leonardo  Franco  reoognized the deculty of respecting  hum an  rights and 
huinanitatian lawin a case  of internal armed conflict, but, as itnpèliantly, he did nôt allow this 
circumstance  tu  decrease in any way the imperative need for such respect GOS spokesmen and 
"friends" of the 00S, such as the Sudan Fotindation, have Stated that the civil war has inevitably 
had ›a negative effect  on the country's human rights record, .presurnably to suggest that without 
war, the CTOS ‘votild be responsible for fürfewer violations, Critics, on the other hand, have,said 
that there have been among the wafrstrategies of the G-OS human rights abuses,.sueh as the 
&Ming of Arab militiamen Who raid Dinka communities in  the. South  

Franco expressed the view that "the war and the pernicious sÉategieS employed hadalso revived 
and exacerbated theproblemS of slavery in the Sudan'', and vas  concerned about the plight of 
internally displaced persons,who-he took to constitute evidence that the war was being conducted 
in disregard 'of the principleS of human rights,and the GOS bore the largest share of resporisibility 
for violations. It is a basic element of the Sudanese reality that m.-hen human rights are under 
discussion., thbughts of the war, and Of displacement, can never be fafaway, but peitaps.the most 
heinous aspect of the absence of human security in Sudan are the allegations of Slavery. 

These are powerful, compelling, and diffi' Cult.to address, partlybecause of the disruptions caused 
by a war in which the practiee of abducting wonien arid children is  ton  Often condoned or 
facilitated, and pattly because the allegations themselves are being used as a "weapon of war". 
The 'Campaign in the United States to encourage divestment from talisman EnergY In C., for 
example, has -produced estimates that "more than 260,000 Sudanese Christians-have been  foi  ced 
intO. slavery." 

A more rational allegation,an•no less forcal an indictment,is to be.found in the annals of Anti-
Slavery internatit?nat. Mike Dottridge, Director of Anti- Si avery, the world's ()1dest international 
human rights eamPaign, said in an appeeto Sudanese President Bashir early in  i999  that "the 
reality is -thatpeople being abducted from communities in northern Bahr al-Ghazal by 
goveinrnent .-backed.militias are being exploited as slaves in the hou.seholds of militiamen and, 
ethers." 

From UNICEF,.from the Save  the  Children Funcl,arld froin the. Dhika Committee which  lias  been 
in the front-line  of  attack agabstihis abhorrent' situation, we learned that as many as 15,000 
,ryomen and children, inainly from Bahr El Ghafal, and most of them Pitlka, have been abducted 
and remain in captivity. 

The Assessment Mission was mandated to collect the facts about this situation and this lias been 
done in thé hop that action will follow, action which will lead to the freeing of all those women 
and children, and their returii.to theirfannilies and familiar places. 


