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THE DEVELPMEN~T OF COBALT THERA?! MA-CHINES IN CANADA-

A cobalt bea theapy inaohine as discuused ini
this report 1¶s a machine ds ned to saf.e$r hoiiso a largesource of radioactive Cobait 0ad provide a means ofacçura<t.1y dtzrecting its Éamina ray 6n0eiusycoe
parts of the human body. Gamma radito f Coat 6has a high energy, and consequetly it ta very penetratingand cane, thereaforej be tised effetivey in the tre>aVnent ofdeep sataed tumQus without # dmg to surfaceê tissue.

The usual source size is rn 2e900 curies ofCobalt 60. In the early stages most source we e les than2,00 curies whereas at present thr sa tendency toward
higerstrength sources. This no dob s due ti part Vo
imprvedavalability and somewhat higher specific activityof oobalU A Cobalt 90 source of 21000 curies provides a

doage whch ta comiarabie ti total ouVpw, with a radium~source wot about 50,000,000. Thea0 4alt source a.eiis forabout $129O000. The 1argest source yei. supplied for therapyby Atomtiç Energy of Canada Limitd is about 8,000 curie~s.It i<8 aiso the largest ti the wor44 in this type of work.

Coat 60 therapy machines ar pàticuarlyavantageous (opred with super volag X-ray machties)because ofth very lov ticidence of mec ania or electricalLailure. Thay aire sipl~e ini priniipie anid abeortdby re1atively iniexperienced personil As such they apparto be epecially DWtted to use in underdev e4e countries
where skid4l4 technicians and maitnac erone rscarç. 

C

Th hoice of patient to tra wihdoat imachinesis of curse, a clinical miatter to edce bthacorin hage Treatments cari be dïreatdtwrscro
palitin Cobalt therapy iciearusdpmrl.n
tetreatmerit of cacr

Cobalt therapy machine veefrtdv oeandbuilt in Canada. A machine wa eind yEdrdMinng nd efniné,and nt aboLt:t saetréamcià


