The Canadian Government noted, and welcomed, the reaffirmation by the
United States spokesman in the First Committee of the United Nations
General Assembly on 31 October 1985 that "No imbalance in inspection
obligations is either desired, intended or contained in any provisions of the
United States draft convention banning chemcial weapons." The Canadian
Government has also noted with particular care and interest the recent
statement by General Secretary Gorbachev that, with reference to declarations
of the location of chemical weapons production facilities, the cessation of
production, the destruction of production facilities and the destruction of
chemical weapons stocks, "All these measures would be carried out under strict
control including international on-site inspections." We are greatly
encouraged by this statement. We hope that during the present session of this
Conference the delegation of the USSR will be in a position to further
elaborate on its particular meaning. The task of seriously negotiating
effective, operable and politically acceptable verification provisions for a
chemical weapons treaty will be difficult and time-consuming. However, it
should not be postponed any longer.

During the session, the Canadian delegation intends to continue to make
substantive inputs to the negotiation of a chemical weapons ban. We will be
S\meitting a HANDBOOK FOR THE INVESTIGATION OF ALLEGATIONS OF THE USE OF
CHEMICAL, WEAPONS. “he Handbook identifies procedures, equipment and standard
formats which could go a long way toward ensuring that the findings of an
investigation of alleged chemical weapons use would be as conclusive,
convincing and impartial as possible. Tt reflects Canadian experience and
expertise and our longstanding interest in various aspects of verification.
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