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“b) It éreates and_promofés emp]oyﬁent1invrufa1_area§. During
1972 WFPaassistéd_projects_provided about_Z?O mii]ion work days of.‘
empioyment; R : 'A '_ - |
c) It ﬁrovides éomp1ementary assiStanée,’either directly or’
indirectly,.to many deve]opment'hrojects Sponsoréd by.other U;N.vagencies
orvbilateral_donOrs..‘ | |
There has beén a continding debate about the value of.fqod aid to
underdeve]obed chntries over the years. On the one hand,:many countries
though aff]icted with.endémic hunger, are unable fo absorbi1arge volumes
‘pf food aidAdireétly_(bi]aterally) from1Canada. In some c?ées,.jnf]uxes
>of'b11atéra1 fdod may even act as a disinéentivé to’]bca1 food pfodUctiohu
- To aﬁ extént,rboth these problems can'be_overcome by chaﬁnelling a larger
-proportion of food aid’through‘mu]ti]atéral}channe]s such as the WFP.

Food aidvthrGUgh multilateral channels has been showﬁ to be
successful ih énsufiné thgt_the food reaches vg]nerabie groupé and peopje .
who are too poor to buy food, whi]é-prevenfing'disincentiye effects. on
local productiqn.' The “Qu]nérab]e groubs" are fhose people_who suffer
most in deve]oping‘éoqntries Where there ake_food defic1ts aé a résu]f
of natura]rdjéaéters"SUCh as dkoughts or: floods, inf]atibn, or the high
cost 6f fuej and'ferti]izers."These-aré_thé people Qho ére af‘the bottom_
of the 1nc6me scafe,] They arelthe éh{Tdréﬁ; the pregnaht and the nursing
mothers who even at the best of times aré 5erious1y’undernourished. The.
World Food Pngrammé; UNICEF, and other-mu]ti]atéra] channels, however, are
able to zero in en Such'vh1nérab1e ghdubs with spéCiél.feeding p?ogkams.

It is with‘theée considerations in mind that we have vastly increased
the allocation to the WFP and are initiating a special feeding.program with

UNICEF.
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