Most children learn the basics while
playing with their friends, but they will
feel more motivated if their parents take
an interest. It is not necessary to have
been a good player, or even to have
played hockey at all, to teach a child
to keep his head up: a few sessions with
you in goal will suffice.

If the child began playing in Canada,
you might wish to have him undergo
training in a summer hockey school
before leaving for another country. If he
began playing abroad, he should return
to Canada during the first summer
vacation to attend a school, unless
there is a good one locally. For example,
one of the best Canadian schools is in
Switzerland. It was well-attended during
the summer of 1986. Plans are to con-
tinue it this summer and through 1988.

The choice of school is very impor- |
tant, because the quality of instruction |
varies greatly. As a general rule, the
best ones have been established for
some time.

In a number of countries, the parents
of Canadian children are often asked to
help the local coaches, to serve as
referees or to help organize teams. This
involvement encourages the other
parents to take more of an interest in
their own children and to coach them
off the rink, a common practice in
Canada. And in Europe, Canadian
diplomats are often asked to contact
the Canadian Forces in Germany to
organize friendly games.

If you are concerned about violence
in hockey, be assured that it is less of
a problem in other countries than in
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Canada. In the United States, a training
program has been set up in which
technique is emphasized at a much
earlier stage than in Canada. The larger
ice surfaces in Europe also promote an
open style of play in which speed and
passing predominate.

For various reasons, a number of
post reports no longer have up-to-date
descriptions of rinks and hockey
abroad. Thus, before resigning yourself
to putting the skates and hockey equip-
ment in storage, you should inquire
about the current situation at your new
post. Better to have your children
appreciate your foresight than to arrive
with no equipment and find out that
they could have played. Opportunities
to play are often found in the most
unlikely places O




