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The Province of Quebec and its Municipalities
Under the, titie of the "Province of Quebec and. its

Municipalltiej3," Messrs A. E. Amnes. &' Co., have juet pub-
llshed an excellent litile book by Mr. J. B. How, the Mon-
treal manager o! the firm. 'The. work is in one sense a
continuation of a brochure written by Mr. How in 1917,
but while the flrst gave some excellent, suggestions to the
tnunlcipalitiee 0f the French-Canadian province the pre-
sent book Is evidently compiled to show the splendid stand-
ing of Quebec municipals to the outslde work. .. That
euch a book is wanted 'at' this time le evidenced
lu the lack of knowledge, on the part o! American
înveetors of, Quebec municipalities and their financlal
standing. During war time Quebec municipalities
were eaeily taken up by its own citizens, but now
that the war le over and the American and British
markets are looklng for good and safe lnvestments
the opportunities offered by municipal Quebec should be
presented in a way that will give confidence to the In-
vestor. The tact that the compilation le taken in large
part from officiai, documents le sufficlent Indication of the
autborli'veness of ! the book, -whlle the ,conservatisin and
fairnese of the revlew le guaranteed In the fact that the
publishers are a responsible firîn of financiers. Refer-
ring to ýthe municipal department In the Preface, Mr. IIow
say:-

"Most Important legisiatlon governlng Municipal and
Scilool Loans has been enacted since Marcil 4th, 1918,
when the Department of Mýunicipal Affaire waa
oreated.

The Department of Municipal Affaire, under the
able administration of the ilonourable Walter G.
Mitchell and hie Deputy, Mr. oscar Morin, with re-

cent Legisiation, le deeigned to ineure that ail financ-
lng will adequately safeguard the investor and the

Ieaulng corporation alike. The excellent work of tis
Department convinces us that municipal finance In
the Province of Quebec le beinS conducted on a safe
and sane basis."

To, show what safeguard8 are provided ly the present

Municipal Act againet maladministration of borrowed
money by Municipal and Scilool authorities, the author

gives a numb er of extracte frOm the Act itsef, together
with marginal notes which explit very clearly what

Department of Publie Instruction, whlch le under the
Provincial Secretary. The Education Act (Titie
V.R.S.Q. 1909 and Amendmnents) and the Regulations
of the Catholic and Protestant Committees serve go is
guides and it has to see that the Scilool Muniçlp4iljties
conform to them.

The Province of Quebec has Separate Schools-
Catholic and Protestant. No Cathollc le obiged to send
hie chîldren to a Protestant School, for to contribute
any of his money to Its support, and vice-versa for
P1rotestante. Each group of, ratepayers belonglng to the
same religion orgahIzes Its own echools, engages is own
teachers and taxes Itself for their support. In addition
to the direct tax on the proprietors of a Scilool Mvuni-
clpallty, subsldies are voted by the LegIslature, and.
joint-stock companles (even though exempt from or-
dlnary Municipal taxes) muet pay a echool tax. These
subsidies and taxes from industries are dletrlbuted be-'
tween the Cathollc and Protestant Scilool Boards of a,
Munlclpallty In proportion to the number of pupils en-'
rolled In the previous year.

Scilool corporations cannot contract loans Wlthout
the authorization of the Lieutenant-Governor In Coiun-
cil, granted on the recommendation, of the Superin-
tendent of Public Instruction.

The Superintendent of Public Instruction dose fot
recommend a boan for the approval of the Lieutenant-
Governor In Council until he le eatisfied that al legal
formnalities have been complled with.

The amnounte desined to the Slnking Fund muet sut-
fice to pay, wltb the intereet accrued every year, the
whoie of the capital at m4turity. The Slnlclng Fund.
muet be depoelted, every year at the TreAsuryý Depart-
ment in Quebec, whlch honours the Instalments due at
the required dates uniese the Lieutenant-Governor, in
the recommendation of the Minleter of Municipal Af-
faire, allows the scilool board to otherwise dispose o! the'
same.

The Provincial Treasurer paye intereet at the raté of.
three and a bal! per cent (3% per cent) yearly onj
moneye deposited with bis Department for thle S4nk-;'
ing Fund.

would otherwise not le undertstood by the layxn; i,1Ug~

it should be sad here, the Municipal Act of Quebec under Trhe sums of money deposited with the Provineiali
whlch the Municipal Departmellt was estabislied is wrlt- Treasury Department are not liable to se-izure except'
ten in simple languae6 li comparison with mucil of the in favour of the lender upon a judgment of a competent
mnunicipal legielatiofi enacted in sorne o! the other Pro- court.
vinces in Canada, and in some of the States of the Union
to the Southl. . To bring bis eubjec't down tonpros and cons, Mr. Hrow-

Schol Lons.immedlately follows the above Iformation by a series 0fý
Sohol Lofle.questions whlch are answered by Mr. Waldo W. Skinner,

A separate chapter la given to school boans, whlch In .. Tirah uqewyofdlngitsc nim

Quebec, belng seperate from purely municipal boans, lea Portant subject' le mxore than admiesable. it l5 to be coim-.
large item in the financial administration of the Province. mfended, for it cute away ail generallties and Sets tC> the

point at once, partlcularly when the legal adviser lea ,
M~r. How says in part:- master o! hie law. lI cloeing, the author pays trîbute to~

.T_1'nhjhv no class of eeciirity is lees understood by the Statietical Year Bookc of the Province from whlch he

[ce of Que-
municipaL~

'tics of the
iilteresting

Revenue. Expenditure.
$9,527,424 $8,303,806

8,882,846 8,073,565
7,631,598 7,308,680
3,092,211 3,665,283
2,304,076 2,849,842

19,270,123 17,460,404
,501,293 523,617

13,806,390 11,428,497
8,274,465 6,884,524

varlous Provinces, of

August, 1919


