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HE, RE ALVD TIIERE.

ONE of the correctives for the desultory reading of our tirnes consists
in the direction gîven by literary and debating clubs. Perliaps nothing
better of the kind exists in Canada thani a club established in Montreal
eight years ago. Its membership is but twenty-live, so that each mnember
in turn can entertain the club at his house. The meetings. are fortnightly,
except during tlie summner months. Men of letters, of science and of busi-
nesns, withi teachers, lawyers, doctors, and clergymen iniake up this delightful
club. A paper is contributUd once a year by caci memiber, according to a
calendar arrangyed at the beginning of a session. This paper is discussed,
and the variety in the iinerbership affords a diversity of topie and comment
which grows in interest. f rom year to year. Clubs such as this woulcl be a
mobnt desirablo means of culture throughout our country, flot only iii giving
reading and thought an aim and purpose, but in cultivating the amenities
between men of diverse standpoints ini political and theological conviction.
Much is donc when an artist leads men of business oùt of the stock
exchange and away from the protracted perusal of bulky lcdgers. Not
1 5ss is secured for the broadening of the mind when a chemist or botanist
rlecOunts to educators and pleaders the last triumphs of experirnental or
inductive science. Men grow ini mutual respect when they pass out of
class into a courteous social circle where differences of seot and party arc
ignored in common. intellectual aims.

TUiE large and distinguished attendance at the funeral of Mr. James
Bethun-, Q.C., was not rnerely a formaI recoIgnition of professional emin-
ence, but a heartfelt tribute to thic rare worth of the man. Mr. Bethune
was flot onîy a very successful lawyer, h, adorned the profession by
8'ngular initegrity, conscientiousness, and liberality of mind. He showed
the Saine qualities in politics, fromi which, howcver, lie soon retired. The
Social loas caused by lis death will also be widely and deeply felt. It is
8upposed that thîe disease whichi eut short lis bright career waS coiitracted
bY Stopping, wheîn on circuit, in an ill-drained house, though the immediate
cause of death was connected with thebleart.

In interest in Canadian politics and literature awakening in the
States 7 It would appear so. More than one journal is to day bidding
for the work of Canadian pens, and now vie have a paper on Sir John
Macdonald in ýLippincott's 3fagazine. The viriter is Mr. James Mac-
doniald Oxley, of Ottawia, and the political complexion of his biography
Of the Canadian. Premier will scarcely need to be suggested vihen it is
added that hie is in the Government Service. Everything is roseate, and
the Unpleasant episodes in Sir Johin's career which the historian cannot
get away from. are here gîossed over with consummate skill. As a literary
Production the paper is charming ; as an estimate of the character and
wOrkc of Sir John it is worthless. One thing, liowever, Mr. Oxley must
be oInplimented upon : Thougli writing as a partisan, hie does not descend

tîlltnhegtOco'amon practice of bespattering his political opponents with
WIitee sgat ientlde to make his portrait of Sir John the fairer. 11e

A LETTER has recontly been forwarded fromi Canada to Lord Carling-
ford calling attention to the feasibility of introducing into Ireland prepared
fiax froin the Canadian North-West, where the growth of flax is found
Profitable and is being largely adoPted by fariners. Most of the supply
for the factories of Ulster and Dundee is now received from Russia, and
as the fibre flourishes in the Canadian North-West, thie question of supply
in thouglit in Canada to be merely one of competition. Lord Carlingford
takes a deep intcrest in the linen trade, and it is thus souglit to enlist lis
coperatioi on behalf of that Canadian produet.

TUE Christmas Double Nuînber of the Chicago Current in a remarkable
evidence of the journalistic enterprise of our neighbours. Such an array
Of Well-known naines is rarely seen in one issue Cof a journal as contri-
butors.I sjsa rfeauig oeeadionmoepo f

the little that is known of Canadian matters in America, to note that one
rI two Ilrepresentative " naines put forth with a fanfarronade are utterly

unknown in the Canada they are said to "9represent." Moreover, though
Mr. Edwin Arnold for example, is as likely as anothîer to make due allow-
ance0 for the amnenities of Christmnas advertising, his poetic equanimity
nina1t be rudoly shocked to sec low lis elaborate pocinl is sandwiched in
between the holiday announcements of a riding-school and a nail factory!
One lam which the Curreni miakes for itself, howcvei', wiul probably pas
Inchallenged : that estimated by a yard measure it is far ahead of mont
COntemporaries "The typogrraphical ineasurenOfit of the Current for six

Snlhsof ~publication, and of other periodicals for the saine six months,
ShOW8the urrent's remarkable pre-emiflefce : - The Current, about

1,484)000 words;* the Century, 950,400 viords;« la rier's ffontly, about
650400 viords; the Atlantic, about 578,400 wo rds.Tu tl enta

the (Current publîshed more natter than liarper's Mont ily and the
'4 tlantic cornbined, and ncarly as mucli as the Century and the Atlantic
corabined.

TIIERE were twenty-six failures in Canada reported to Bradstreet's
4'111ng the past week, as coinpared with twcnty-two in the preceding week,
S.Yid With thirty.two, twenty-six and seven, respectivelY, in the correspond-
iug 'Weeks of 1883, 1882 and 1881. in the United States there were 305

fxlrsini the past week as comipared with 316 in the precediiig week, and

*i'h 280, 236 and 145, respectively, in the correspondiflgy weeks of 1883,
1882 auJ' 1881. About eighty-seven per cent. were those of smnall traders
Whone capital wvas less thaii $5,000.

Ir is not so very long since the very mention of crenation, was sufficien
to raise a cry of horror anong refincd and religious people. But time
chiang(,e, and this method of disposing of the earthly f rames of our departed
ones is slowly but surely gaining grounid, even in this country, and many
people are beginniug to think if it may not be after all the best, as it
certainly is for the survivors the healthiest, method of disposing of the
dead. Abroad, and especially in G-erînany, it continues to win favour.
The two hundredth case has just been rogistered at Coburg, where flfty -
four people have been creînated this year alone. Theso two hundred
cremnations have occurrcd sihcc 1878, vihen the furnace was erected in
Coburg, and the cases included sixty-t-yo iîîbabitants of the duchy, and one
hundred and thirty-eight foreigners-one huadred and twenty-six men,
sixty-uine women, and five children.

IN has advent sermon preaehed at the Pro-Cathedral, Kensington,
Cardinal Manning made a vigorous onsiauglit on IlSociety"I journalism.
"The plague of tongues "in the spirit of detraction whicli is abroad, the

tendcncy to scandal-mongcring, and the encouragement given to it in Society,
hoe dcscribed as almoat universal, and deplored it as one of the mont dis-
tressing signa of the fimes, only equalied, if equalled, in its mis,ýhievous-
nesns by the spirit of rationalisia which lie fiuds supreme in the higher
fora of modern journalism and literature. The Cardinal had a fling in
passing at the carelessness of English parents in seudiug their sons to

godlesa II univorsities.

IF there was needed any other proof that Ireland, notwithstandingU the
Crimes and Coercion Acta, is in anythîng but a peaceful state of blisa, it
would flot have to bo souglit for long or far. This ia a boycotting notice
that was liberally posted throughiout Bray, the most fashionable seaside
resort near Dublin, rccntly :-Il Dowil with the land-grabbers. The
farmers and traders of Wicklow, Wexford, and Dublin arc cautioued to
beware of Anthony Ivory, of Bray, that dowardly traitor who lias betrayed
and scandalized the lioly cause of the Irish people. Have no dealinga with
lin. Do not spoak to himi or to anyonc who doos so. Hie lias been false
to lis country aud has God. The man, vioman, or child viho is seen to
enter lis bouse, or to have intercourse with him, or any member of hi$
family, wiii bce ver branded as a renegade to the sacred cause of Jreland,
and our suéceeding generations will curse thon for that reason. The
tortures of heIt would bce but light punisîment for au accursed laud-
grabber." This precious document was signed IlMurty Hynes," and was
levelled against an inoffensive greengrocer who was courageous euough to
rent a few acres vihicli were given up to tho laudlord by the last tenant.
Aud yet the Irishi raise their voices against Lord Spencer and lis coorcive
measures ! Was thiere evor sucli a coercionist as tîjis nover-visible, ever-
dastardiy Murty Hynies i

A IlMOTIIEE 0F MEN " and a "n other of Gonorals" II as recently died at
Benares, wvboso life lias sot at defiance aIl ortliodox nedical theories, for,
havmng becu boru in 1787, she lias nover left the plains of India, the ouly
occasion on vihicli she weut up to the hilîs being that on vihicli she had
any serions ibîneas. Anua, the widow of Goneral James Kennedy, of the
Bengal Cavalry, viho died in lier ninety-seventh year, lived to see no fewer
than one liuudred and seventy-six lineal descendants, of wliom one liuudred
and twenty-oilght survive hor. She lad eilghteen ehildren, eiglity grand-
children, seventy-threo great-grandchuldren, and five great-great-grand-
children. Besidos military officers of inforior rank, lier father, hushand,
two sons, ono son-im,-law and four gmandsons were generals in the army.

"MUNDUS," the facetious literary free-lance of Thle Rambler, tells tlie
fol Iowing anecdote :-At a recent recoption ln New York a distingoisbed
member of the bar told a story at the expeuse of a fellow advocate, who
was invited to some entertaiunment, lis invitation boing accompanied with
the usual requcat, Il r. a. v. p."' Nover liaving before met the cabalistie
initials, lie inquired what they signified. IlWliy, don't you know 1"was
the reply. "l t is a direction as to dress : roundabout shirt, vent and
pants." IlThat'a lucky," said lie, "for 1 have everything excopt the
roundabout." A distinguished railroad man, who stood by, capped thia
with another. On one occasion le invited ail the employés of the road to
bis liose to listen to a little talk by Peter Cooper and others. Juat at
that tino tîcre had been some discussion as to a reduction of salaries, and
the invited 'vore suspicions, especially as they could not inake ont what the
"l r. S. V. p." in the corner of the invitation meant. So they lield a meeting,
and after mueli cogitating one inan said "flre, boys, I know what that
meaus : reduction of salaries very profitable. Tliey wiIl get us tlere, give
us somnething to eat auJ drink, and we wiul be roped in before we know
it ; dou't lot us go," and go tliey wouîd not until tIe superintendent had
been seen, aud thc natter explained.

FRObM the remarks of a contemporary it appears to be thougit, that the
custom of burning the Yule-log la extinet la Euglaud. This is not SOI
Iowever. In several of the uortheru counties, after the usual Cliristmnas
Eve devotions, candles are lit, aud the Yule-log throwu ou the open heartl.
11u some wealtliy bouses a "lLord of Misrulo"I is appointed to superiutend
the revels. The reigu of this personage in former days began upon Ahl-
Hallow Eve and lasted to Candlenas Day. The favourite pastimea over,
whieli lie presides are geueral]y munie, conjuring, Ildipping"I for nuts and
apples, dancingI blind-man's buff, and the like.

A JUVENILE query lias suggested the idea that perliaps the knowledge
possessed by most parents of Il Sauta Claus" IIi limited to tlie fact tîat
the name is a corruption of St. Nidliolas, aud lu view of possible question.


