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htna:zfag, the future is now entrusted to the
¥ “Iibi‘l'r John Thompson. Of this great
Mnot Uty we have before spoken. We
. BOW ventyre upoa predictions, sither
m;’: Pessimistic. 1If the difficulties of
e Man: T are great so are its possibilities.
¢ ong, 1, * question is just now a formid-
Ureng a’n q ut Sfl‘ John is probably far too
'e“'lfe .far-mghted to allow himself or the
Plaj y :: tlfm to be wrecked upon that rock so
e s s_lght- There is, we believe, a source
But o el_m‘“s danger in the trade question.
oy " 18 in it at the same time, promise

d 5 der Opportunity for the display of
a't“manship.
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IMPERIAL, FEDERATION.

) husipgy, In a cause which one believes
Plfkin food is always commendable. Mr.
?Whise ad, fjhel‘efore, no need to apologize
\M nth‘lslasm, much less to deny the soft
%Imp:fe“t, in his speech in the Auditorium
¥y, "8l Federation. We quite agree with
Yiop, rkin thyy i is impossible for the rela-
Couyg,.. “"h & colony as Canada to the Mother
Thi. v to ontinue much longer as they are.
Sy % View which we have urged persist-
“pim-m Persistently, we dare say, in the
‘ ! some of our readers. The fact
h!ld i:‘:nlltted that a radical change of some
T e to come in the near future, it fol-
‘tlt- . t_the able and eloquent Canadian who,
thy pf“gng Years of his life to the study of
Cougg, "M, and visiting both the Mother
‘oomp and remote colonies in order to gain
I"’henaive view of its conditions, comes
' .0‘;‘81:_0 advocate what he believes to be its
Ml, '0n, is entitled not only to our
Ut to the higher compliment of our
Yy, er“)‘fs and respectful attention. Should
‘%.8, 01_’390'3 that Mr. Parkin set out on his
gy, tions as an advocate rather than as an
» the reply is that that does not
% the force of any sound arguments he
.}h‘.ue :0 la to advancs, or of any facts he may
Y. adduce in support of them. Except-
LY a“e Wional and very pardonable appeal
Ny Sentiment of loyalty, he does not inti-
'hg‘n h;‘t he expects or wishes anyone to
8 'M“ .8 views, save as he is able to estab-
b *It oundness by facts and arguments.
G 'li. ‘Pl_iin laid considerable stress upon
B Qm‘i‘m&tlon w}uc}'l the scheme of Imperial
“De; o0 has received not only in news-
% o:nd Magazine articles, but from cham-
' . ®ommerce and other representative
Ry, Rdifferent parts of the Empire. Should
‘ k‘au: Point to the vote of twenty-nine in its
"(k 3% the recent large assemblage in the city
. “eal, contrasted with the large vote for
l{g %0 Independence, as an evidence that
Yy kiv’s first efforts were needed in his
Wy o Ntry, he might perhaps reply that
Jltrea) meeting was not properly repre-
Yy tve of the Canadian people generally, or
¢ circumstances under which the meet-
ing ciﬂ!ed were not such as to bring out
.lential classes of citizens among whom
uj ™ Federation finds its chief supporters.
8ht further call attention by way of off-
Nmnt @ large, intelligent, and enthusiastic
N% Which greeted him and cheered his
et utterances in the Toronto Pavilion.
%ould be undoubted force in the
» but thig suggests the further (uestion
extent such audiences as that in the
"N and those in whose support in England
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and elsewhere Mr. Parkin finds so much
encouragement, really represent the great body
of the people, without whose consent and cor-
dial support no constitutional change is pos-
sible. In point of respectability, intelligence,
and political influence those audiences and sup-
porters would no doubt take high rank. But
n;ay it not be that they represent rather the
comfortable, prosperous classes, as distinct
from those, largely in the majority in Canada,
and no doubt in other parts of the Empire as
well, to whom life is an arena of perpetual
struggle and toil for the wherewithal to supply
the daily wants, and who may therefore be
pardoned if they are disposed to take a more
intensely practical view of such questions /

We find ourselves unable to come to close
quarters with Imperial Federation, for the very
good reason that no definite scheme, which the
friends of the movement can put forward,
saying ‘‘ This is what is meant by Imperial
Federation,” is yet before us. We do not ad-
duce the fact as proving by any means that the
thing itself is impracticable. The advocates of
so stupendous a change in the constitution of
the greatest empire in the world may well
claim more than the four or five years which
Mr. Parkin has been devoting to its discus-
sion, for the elaboration of a plan to which
they may feel willing to commit themselves
definitely. On one point we sympathize
heartily with Mr. Parkin’s view, though the fact
that in so important a matter his opinions dif-
fer radically from those of Sir Charles Tupper,
who shares with Mr. Parkin the honour of
being one of the ablest and most enthusiastic
advocates of this large project, is in itself
suggestive and ominous. We should, with
Mr. Parkin, be ashamed of the name of Cana-
dians if we were going to claim the protection
of the British flag in every part of the
world and were not prepared to assume
our full share of the responsibility. If, at
this stage of the world’s civilization, an im-
mense fleet is absolutely necessary to the pro-
tection of Canadian commerce—we do not
admit the fact—and if Canada is going to rely
upon the British navy for that prutection, it is
but a matter of common honesty, to say noth-
ing of patriotic spirit, that she should pay her
full share of the cost. And this, on the sound
principle, ‘“no taxation without representa-
tion,” involves the necessity that Cansda shall
have a voice in directing the movements of
that navy. Is there any reason to believe
that the people of the ** tight little isles ” will
ever give such voice to Canada or any other
outlying section of the Empire ? Ask, not an
enemy, but Lord Rosebery, one of the most
ardent supporters of Imperial Federation.
And while weareabout it we may as well ask him
and other prominent British statesmen what is
the degree of probability thatthesesame people,
who have so long been the brain and heart of
the Empire, will ever consent to share, in any
real sense, the responsibility of directing any
of the great affairs of the Empire with ** colon-
ists " in all quarters of the globe. From the
day in which they begin to do so we may
pretty safely date the decadence and disinte-
gration of the nation.

Mr. Parkin constantly appeals to history
in support of his conclusions. "It is very easy
to carry our faith in the familiar maxim that
history repeats itself too far. In many re-
spects the position of Great Britain and her
colonies to-day is unique. History has no

precedent, therefore her voice can give us
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neither instruction nor warning. In view of
our confederation, our highly developed powers
of self-government, our relations geographi-
cal, social and moral, to our great Anglo-Saxon
neighbour, and other considerations which
will suggest themselves on a little reflection,
it may well be doubted whether the position
of Canada is not so completely sui generis as
to render the teachings of history particu-
larly worthless in regard to her future course
and destiny. For a similar reason the fact
that in the past, and perhaps in the present
go far as the fighting nations of the world are
concerned, a great naval force has been
deemed necessary for the protection of a na-
tion’s commerce, by no means proves that the
salne necessity now exists, or will exist in the
near future, for a peaceful American commu-
nity. For how long did the United States
CAITY on an’ extensive commerce with almost
all parts of the world with scarcely more of a
navy than Canada could easily set afloat in a
few years.

To sum up the matter: The two great
wants of Canada to-day are the national status
which will enable her to compete on even
terms with her powerful neighbour for her
share in the influx of men and money which
have enabled that neighbour to develop her
resources with unexampled rapidity ; and a
free continental market for such of her pro-
ducts as cannot be profitably sent abroad.
Will Imperial Federation give her either of
these things? Of what real, practical benefit
to her in the first named respect would any
such representation as could conceivably.
be given her in the proposed Imperial Council
really be? How much of either the conscious-
ness or the prestige of nationality would re-
sult 7 Would not the position of her people
be still regarded everywhere as one of inferior-
ity, of virtual colonial subordination? And in
respect to the second great need—it is no com-
pliment to our Republican neighbours to say
it, but we are in search of truth—can it be
doubted by any one who knows the situation
that our closer coxnection with Great Britain
would make its attainment more rather than
less difficult ? We cannot pursue the enquiry
further, else it might not be difficult to show
that Imperial -Federation would be equally
ineffective in creating that national spirit
among the masses of our citizens which may
be truthfully described as our third great
need.

We bave no wish to dogmatize upon this
subject, nor do we put forth these objections
as necessarily unanswerable, but merely as
some of those which appear to many loyal
Canadians insuperable. If they are really'
men of straw, we shall be doing the cause a
service by setting them up to be demolished.

EMIGRATION AND IMMIGRATION,

Recent statistics show a very encouraging
influx of new settlers into Manitoba and the
North-West. Not the least reassuring feature
of this immigration is the fact that it includes
farmers from the adjoining States as well as
from over the sea. If, as there seems good
reason to hope, the tide has really turned, so
far as the bhorder currents are concerned, the
outlook is most hopeful. Those who have lived
for a time in the prairie country have but too
vivid recollections of a period, some years since,
when, owing partly to unwise Government
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