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~1the future in now entrusted to the
SrJohn Thoinpaon. 0f this great

l uty we have before spoken. We
%4nov venture upon predictions, eitler

ri r Pessi istie If th difficulties of
.~to are great sn are its poasibilities.

osbI iioa question is just now a formid-
5d but Sir John is probsbly far too
e e t- 819 ed te allow himself or the

de 11o to lie wrecked upon that rock so

go 8r1 9 'ht. There je, we believe, a source
te eroUs danger in the trade question.

ae ét ý il' it, at tlie saine tiine, promise
Il tader OPPnrtunity for the display of

ateen ansîîip.

IMEIAL FEDERATION.

'ý i su in a cause which one believes
14tilgond iS alwsys commendable. Mr.

Sluis had theretore, no need to apologize
%pe, 5ehusasini, inucli less to deny the soft
ý% 1 e ient, in his speech in the Auditorium

1(.ii Flederation. We quite agree witli

-uof' ta it in impossible for the rela-
Ue 5~a coonya Canada to the Mothler

tO cntiue mch onge asthey are.
'%l view which we have urged persist-

hio fPersistently, we dare say, in tlie
&Orne of our readers. Tlie fact

-adn'itted that a radical change of sonie
14 %ure to come in the near future, it fol-

#4ttt the aible and eloquent Canadian wlio,
t1, gin Years of hia life to the study of

~Prolenîand vîsiting both the Màother
iiolr iind remuote colonies in order to gaini

rQ"hlaeview of its coniditions, cornles

1% U to advocate wliat lie believes to bie its
tl~.~îU inl entitled not only to our
%%e ut to the hîglier conmpliment of our

1174 '(us and respectful attention. Sliould
*t Obje 2 t that Mr. Parkin set out on lis

%q4t&oIsas an advocate rather than as an

*Z lthe repiv is that that does not
b% o th force of any sound arguments lie

al to advanca, or of amy facts lie may
adduce in support of them. Except-

ébi <>Ocaionaî and very pardonable appeal
%4 e eutil>n1 of loyalty, lie does not inti-

%ktbtlie expecta or wishes anyone to
t hieS viewe, save as he ina rble to estab-

o undness by facts and arguments.
'4 kt &rkin laid considerable stress upon
>51 %dosation which the scheme of Impérial

b~iO as received flot only in news-
m>d fagazine articles, but fronm cham-

comimerce and other representative
'h> 'différent parts < f the Empire. Sliould
Speint to the vote of twenty-nine in its
n8t the recent large assemblage in the city

,th- treal, contrasted with the large vote for
,% 1 fldependence, as an evidence that

4% &?In a firat efforts were needed in lis
%a oSitrY, lie miglit perliapa reply that

t<~telmeeting wasnfot properly repre-
»4t of the Canadian people generally, orS iecireunistances under whicli the meet-
% a<ieled were not such as te bring out
kblettial classes of citizens among whom

el Pederation finds its chief supporters.
ý4 e'ht further cali attention by way of off-

k the large, intelligent, and entliusiastic
4%eWhicli greeted hin and cheered lis

Z' litteralîces in tho Toronto Pavilion.
*Ol be undoubted force in the

Sbuit this augge8ts the further question
extent sucli audiences as that in the

'Ot an those in wliose support in England
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and elsewhere Mr. Parkin finds so inucli
encouragement, really represent the great body
of the people, witliout wliose consent and cor-
dial support no constitutional change is pos-
sible. In point of respectability, intelligence,
and political influence those audiences and sup-
porters would no doubt take higli rank. But
inay it not be that tliey repreisent rather the
comfortable, prosperous classes, as distinct
from those, largely ln the inajority iii Canada,
and no doubt iii other parts of the Empire as
well, to wliom life is an arena of perpetual
struggle and toil for the wlierewithal to supply
the daily wants, snd who nîay tlierefore bie
pardoned if they are disposed to take a more
intensely practical view of sud, 'jue3tio'fl5

We find ourselvcs unable to co'îie tol close
quartera with Imperial FeJeration, for the very
good reason that no definite seherne, whicli the
friends of the inovement can put fo)rward,
saying IlThis is wliat is nîcant by Imperial
Federationi," in yet before us. We do iiot ad-
duce the fact as prnving by any nîcans that thc
thing itself is inipracticable. The advocates of
se stupendous a change in thc constitution of
tlie greateat empire in the world îniay wel
dlaim more than tlie four or five years whicli
Mr. Parkin lis been devoting to its discus-
sion, for tlie elaboration of a plan to whicli
tliey may feel wiliîng to commit themselves
definitely. On one point we sympathize
heartily with Mir. Parkin's view, thnugh the fact
that in sol important a matter lis opinions dif-
fer radically froîn those of Sir Chiarles Tupper,
wlio shares witli Mr. Parkin the honour of
being one of the ablest and miost, enthusiastie
advocatos of this large project, is in itself
suggestive and ominous. W e sliould, with
Mr. Parkin, be ashamed of tIe nome of Cana-
dians if we were going to claini the protection
of the British flag in every part of the
world and were not prepared to assume
our full sliare of tIe responsibility. If, at
flua stage of the world's civilizafion, an imi-
mense fleef is ahsolutely necesaary to the pro-
tection of Canadian commerce-we do not
admit the fact-and if Canada is going to rely
upon the British navy for that protection, it is
but a matter of common lmonesty, to say notli-
ing of patriotic spirit, that she should psy lier
full aliare of the cent. And this, on tIe sound
principle, "lno taxation without représenta-
tion," involves tIe necessity that Canada shall
have a voice in directing tlie movemacufs of
fliat navy. Je flicre any reason te believe

ever give sucli voice f0 Canada or any of ler
outlying section of tlie Empire ? Ask, tnt an
enemy, but Lord Rosebery, one of flie mont
ardent supporters of Imperial Federation.
And while we are aboutit we mayas well ask hlm
snd other prominent Britishi atatesmen whaf is
the degree of probabilify that these same people,
wlio have sn long been the brain and lieart of
the Empire, will ever consent to share, in any
real sense, the responsibility of direcfîng ally
of the great affaire of the Empire with "lcolon-
ists "in aîl quartera of ftie globe. From the
day in whicli fhey begin f0 do no we may
pretfy safely date the decadence aimd disint e-
grafion of ftie nation.

Mr. Parkin conatantly appeals to histnry
in support of hae conclusions. 'If in very easy
teocarry our fsitli in the familiar maxim tliat
history repeaf s itsif too far. In inany re-
spects flic position of Greaf Britaini and lier
colonies to-day in unique. History lias no
precedent, flierefore lier voice can give us
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neither instruction nor warning. In view of
our confederation, our highly developed powers
of self-government, our relations geographi-
cal, social and moral, to our Rreat Anglo-Saxon
neighbour, and other considerations which
will suggest theinselves on a littie reflection,
it may well be doubted whetlier the position
of Canada is not s0 completely sui generis as
to render the teachings of history particu-
larly worthless in regard to her future course
and destiny. For a similar reason the fact
that in the past, and perliaps in the present
so far as the fighting nations of the world are
concerned, a great naval force lias been
deemecl necessary for the protection of a ns-
tion's commerce, by no means proves that the
saine necessity now exista, or will exist in the
near future, for a peaceful American comniu-
nity. For how long did the United States
carry on an extensive commerce with almost
ahl parts of the world with scarcely more of a
navy than Canada could easily set afloat in a
few years.

To aura up the matter: The two great
wants of Canada to-day are the national status
which. wiIl enable lier to compete' on even
ternms with hier powerful neiglibour for her
share in the influx of men and money which
have enabled that neiglibour to develop ber
resources witli unexampled rapidity ; and a
free continental market for sucli of bier pro-
ducts as cannot bie profltably sent abroad.
Will Imperial Federation give her either of
these things ? 0f what real, practical benefit
to lier in the first named respect would any
such représentation as could concoivably.
be given lier in the proposed Imperial Council
really be ?I{ow much of eîtlier the conscious-
nes or the prestige of nationality would re-
s3ult ? Would nlot the position of her people
be stili regarded everywhere as one of inferior-
ity, of virtual colonial subordination? And in
respect to the second great need-it is no comi-
pliment to our Republican neiglibours to say
it, but we are in searcli of trutli-can it be
doubted by any one wlio knows the situation
that our dloser coi nection with Great Britain
would malte ita attainment more rather than
less difficuit ? We cannot pursue the enquiry
f urther, else it miglit not bie difficult to showv
that Impérial -Féderation would lie equslly
ineffective ini creating that national spirit
among the masses Àf our citizena which may
be truthfully described as our third greait
need.

We have no wish to doginatize upon this
subject, nr do we put forth these objections
as necessarily unanswerable, but merely as
some of those whicli appear to many loyal
Canadians insuperable. If they are really
men of straw, we shahl be doing the cause a
service by setting themi up to be demolislied.

EMIGRÂTION AND IMMIGRATION.

Recent statistics show a very encouraging
influx of new settiers into Manitoba aid the
Nortli-West. Not the lesst reassuring feature
of thia immigration is the fact that it includes
farmers from the adjoining States as well as
from over thé se. If, as tliere sieemis good
reason to hope, the tide lias really turned, an
far a the border currents are concerned, the
outlook is mont hopoeful. Tiiose, who have lived
for a time in the prairie country have but too
vivid recollections of a period, nonme y ears since,
when, owing partly to unwise Government


