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ARGUMENTS against the possibility of Canada's exist-
ence as an independent nation are largely based on

the diversity ai sentiment and interest that la aileged ta
exist hetween the varions Provinces. Nova Scatia and
Q uebec, in particular, are coustantly lield up as bugbeams
hefore the eyes ai anyone wio aseems disposed ta favour
Iudependence. We bave had it sa often dinned into aur
cars that the Secession programme ai the onc Province
and the Nationalist movement in the other effectually pro-t

clude aIl idea ai a united Canadiau nation that it is
Most reireshing ta those wbo believe, as very mauy now
do, that Confederation is ual the last word in Canadian
political progress, ta find ovidences that 50 far i ram these
mnovernents pu tting an end ta the dream ai a fu Canadian
natiouality, lunithe idea ai independeuce lies the very f

Ineans af avercaming, these disintegrating forces. An r

evideuce ai this character was last week afforded lu the
city ai Quebec, where Attomney-General Langley, ai Nova
Scotia, lecturing an the destiny ai Canada, put himself on
record as favouring Independence. Mr. Longley is a d

prouaineit. member ai the Fielding Govemument, which, as 1

aur readers are aware, swept Nova Scotia a few years since t
on the Secessioîa issue, and heclias been irequentiy describode
as an Annexatioîîist and a Provincialist ai the deopetat
dYe. Ilis attitude on this question affords clieeriug cvi-0
deuce that the Scession mavement was, aiter ail, meroiy
an ebullition ai feeling, and did not show a rooted desire
for diruptian on the part ai aur Nova Scotian countrymen.
TG this interprttion, indeod, the inaction ai the Fielding
Cxovernaent lu the matter ai Secession lends countenance.
Mr. Longley's utterances were supporteri hy the Hon. F. t
Langolier, mayor ai Quebec, Mr. Laurier's first iuteuant 1
froua the Frenchi Province. Premier Mercier's presonce1
61u the platform did not, ai course, imply lis assent ta the m
Position taken by the speakers, but his remarks ta a B titi- v
luare reporter, as interpreted by himself, show hua ta be t
at any rate nat an active apponent ai the idea. Ex-mayar v
IBeaugrand's paper, La~ Patrie, under ils new editorship, à
bas rushed ta the support ai Independence with Gallic v
vehemence, and its counie lias been iollowed by other N
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Nationalist papers. These facts may well lead thouglitful
men to ask themselves wliether a policy that can thus
unite in its support Maritime Secessionists and Quebec
Nationalists may not be the most liopeful policy for ail
who desire ta see the spread of such a spirit of Canadian
patriotism as alone can place the permanence of a unitcd
Canada beyond a doubt.

W TE are told on excellent authority that those who
measure themnselves by themselves and compare

themselves with themselves arejnot wise. Whether the i
converse of this proposition bolds good depends, we sup-E
pose, on circumstanes. It certainly is very natural and
cannot be very unwise for a people situated as Canadians t
are, side by side with a great and flourishing Republie, to c
compare their own institutions with those of their neigli-(
bours. The writer of a certain pamphlet noticed a few c
weeks since in these columus has, as we showed, insti- f
tuted such comparisons with a vengeance, and reached t
results which seem rather too flattering ta our self-love ta
be reliable, and sorne of which loyal citizens of the United c
States would indignantly reject. A more dispassionate a
and, as we iay probably sayjwithout offen.oe, more coin-
petent critic has recently undertaken the saine service.1
We refer ta Dr. Bourinot's tirst lecture at Trinity College,d
on "Comparative IPoliticsg." As the learned lecturer i
pointed out, the grounds for comparison are many and a
inviting, seeing that the two peoples have a comman origin c
and a contemporaneous history. If Canada rather profits c
by the comparison it must not be forgotten that she had J
at least one great advantage in that it was ber good fortune o
ta have her institutions developed more slowly, and Ilta i
have been able ta survey at a reasonable distance the il
details of the political structure raised by her neiglibour," i

when called upon ta reinodel her own. Some of the points a
of comparisan noted by Dr. Bourinot are well worthy of 1
attention ; though in the nature of the case the facts are d
flot new, they are none the less deserving of study by any 1
who miglit feel disposed ta favour merging aur political 1
fortunes with those of aur great neighbours. In two most 1
important respects the Canadian constitutional system lias o
a very decided supoéiority over that of the United States. a
These two points are referred ta by Dr. B:urinot as fol-e
Iowa: "The application of the elective principle ta the C
judiciary was a grave departure framn the wise British n
practice, which Cainda lias carefully avoidel with great
advautage ta the administration of justice. The United
States lias no Exoeutive like that of Canada, working in
unisan witb and dependent ou Parliament, ready ta inforni a'
the Huses and country on aIl mtters afiadministration, a
initiati'ng and controlling ail measures af public policy and b
directing gencrally public legisiation." Canada lias also t
amang, ather pi)liticl sup3riorities a batter electoral system, C(
which, however, the States are naw rapidly adopting. She
is free in large measura from the great social evils resulting n,
from a lax and dei-noralizing divorce systemn, or rather v'
multiplicity of systems. T'ne great oontrast between the hi
two countries iu regard to this vitaîîy important social hi
institution ils strikingly shown hy the fact mentioned by e
Dr. Bourinot that froua 1867 ta 1886 there were only 116 e,
divorces granted in thr)D >minion agiinst 328,613 in the in
United States during th).îm3 period. These and other ai1
differencesjbetween the politicail systemî af thn twa coula- r

tries brought out by D_. Burinot should hava a goad i
effect in streugthening Canadians in their resolve ta retain, o
at ail hazârd, their own national individuality and work pr
out their own political destiny. an

Ca

QINCE the paragrapli in the last number of THII WnEK,
Stouching on the Mîrcnon Qaestion,> was written, wl

Amýýrican papers have came ta haud with particulars af Cu
the remarkable evidenre in cannection witli the Mormon pr,
Endowment bouse, which was recently given before a sti
United States Court in Salt Lke City. This evidence Pa
was taken in the case of certain applicants far citizenship, Tb
who had been through the Endowment House, and bozund
themselves by its obligations. Eleiven witnesses, ail af seE
whom had been members and somin them Bisliops af the lai
Mormon Churcli, testified that every niember af the Church off
was expected ta go tlirough the Endowment House. IlIt in(
was further shown," we quote froua the New York Inde- $:,
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pendent, "1that these ceremonies occupy the greater
part of a day and include the taking af an oath, obliga-
tion, or covenant by eacli, that tliey will avenge the blood
af the propliets, Josephi and Hliram Smith, upon tlie
Government of the United States, and will onjain this
obligation upon their chuldren unto the third and fourtb
generations ; that lie or she will obey the priesthood in ahl
things, and will neyer reveal the secrets ai the Endowment
Huse under penalty af having their throats eut froua ear
ta ear, their bowels torn aut and their hearts eut out of
their bodies. The right arm is anointed that it may be
strong ta avenge the blood of the prophets. An under
garment, called the endowment robe, is then put on and is
ta be worn ever after. On this robe, over the heart, are
certain marks or designs intended ta remind the wearer
af the penalties that will be inflicted in case of violation
of the oatb. The fourteen witnesses who testified in
favour of tlie applicants refused ta state specifically what
the oatbs are, and their testimony did net shake that
which bad been offered." Could we imagine any possibility
of invention or distortion ta account for this horrible
story, we sliauld be disposed ta place it at once in the
categary of holigoblin visions conjured up by terrified
bigotry or superstitious hate. Even when it cames in s0
direct a manner from so unimpeacliable a source, we lind
.t very liard ta give full credence ta ceremonies whicb
seem more befitting East Indian thuggism than American
civilization. But the bard facts remain, in spite ai scepti-
cism: tliey are crystallized around the decision of
Judge Anderson. That decision refuses the sacred rights
of citizenship ta the adherents of a so-cailed Ohureh whieh
imposes sucli disloyal and murderous obligations upon its
members. We should be very boath, indeed, ta bc the
neans af stirring up unjust or needless suspicion againat
any body of immigrants sieeking citizenslîip in Canada.
But the logic ai facts is irresistible, and carnies witli it
duties which the journalist cannot honestly shun. If, as
hias heen stated, it is praposed ta have an Endowrnent
House in the Mormon settiemont now being iormed in the
Nartliwest, il is imperative, that these facts slîould be
oondered well by aur authorities, and such means taken
as shah be effective ta prevent the granting of Canadian
citizenship ta anyone pledged ta implicit obedience toaa
Jliurch whicli imposes sucli oaths and inculcates snob
norals.

WE are glad ta sc that the subjeet oi tmee-planting on
the North-West prairies in awaking cansiderabie

nd, as we hope, incmeasing interest. We would gladly do
Ill in aur power ta augment that interest, because we
believe the cultivation af troes ta have a vital relation ta
the future praspemity af aur great prairie ]and. Our
,orrespandent af hast week is no doubt right in bis opinion
bat botter resulte can be gained by the growth ai a smnail
umber or plat af trocs an every farm, than by the culti-
ation of foreste at remote intervals. We quite agree witli
iim, tao, that the Government Expenimental Farms should
iave the aversight af the business, or should at Ieast be
riabled and empowered ta stimulate individual effort in
wery way possible. Why should not thase farms, for
nstance, make experiments-we hope tbey are doing sa--
an a large scale with diffement kinds af forest and fruit
eeos, bath native and imported 1 Wliy miglit they ual be
nstructed ta supply every farmer with a iimited number
youyong trees, either free af cost, or at the lowest possible

Sice, exacting reasanable guamantees for their proper care
id cultivation? Subsidiary ta sucli efforts sbould bc
arefuI analyses ai souls, and expemimental trials ai the
auditions mequisite for growth, sa as ta, enable the farm
vemseers ta give the necessamy instruction ta those ta
rom trecs were, given or sold, ta masure praper came and
Iltivatian. As an evidence of what may he donc witli
'oper effort and with moderate outlay in the way af
bcking the prairies with trees, the following frouiaa
aper published in St. Paul, Minnesota, is of intorest.
'e writer says:

"Everywheme thriity graves af amaill rees are ta bc
,n where there was nathing but open prairie or farm
tnds before. The land awners seized upon the advantages
febred by the Fomestry Bouuty Act with sucli avidity,
ideed, that the Legisiature af lait winter iound it noces-
my ta, cut down the amaunt ai the baunty froua $3 ta
2.50 per acre. As it now stands, each land-awner may


