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led thither hy a legitimate desire to gaze upon the proportions of the archi-
téleture, the beauty of the carving, or the memorials of the dead. From a
large amount of correspondence which lias been called forth, it Ilis quite
clear," says the Manchester Examiner, Ilthat the practice is much more
comnmon than had heen suspected, and that the drawbacks and difficulties
supposed to be connected with it are as nearly as possible nil. The plan
has been tried in large cities andi rural parishes aliko, and by High Church-
men, Broad Churclimen, and Iow Churchmen." One important resuit lias
been to prove that the very natural dread of depredation and injury is in
the main unneceasary. For years churches, even in neiglhbourhoods which
are notoriously the route of tramps andi the haunts of thieves and roughs
and others in the vicinity of places in which thousands of Ilnavvies » are
employed, have been left open for seven or eiglit liours daily, and Ilnothing
bas been leat or stolen, althougli parishioners leave prayer books, hymn
books and other property unprotected in their seats." The movement is
significant, it may bo hoped, of a tendency to tie passing away of "lthe
conception of divine worship as the attribute of one day in seven," witli
w hicli, as the Times observes, "lth(- conception of our churches as buildings
tbe opened for a few hours once a week is on a par."

CAPTAIN WiGaiNs, of the English mercantile marine, lias accomnplished
a feat which bids fair net only to enroîl lis naine highi on the list of the
great Arctic navigators and explorera, but to open up to commerce a vast

region in Northern and Central Asia, bitherto unknown to the business

Russa, ie illobseve hatthelong, crescent.shaped island of Nova

TheintrveingStritsandtheeastward region beyond have hitherto been
considered impassable and unapproachable seas of ice. When Englisli
navigators, three hundred years ago, doubled tie Northi Cape, the most
northerby point on the coast of Norway, and steered south inito the WVhite
Sea, in a corner of whidli the town of Archangel, feunded by Englislh enter-
prise, now stands, they were supposed to have reached the utmost limits of
possible navigation in this direction. Now, however, after years of effort,
and in apite of many obstacles, financial as welI as natural, Captain
Wiggins lias -steered the gbod British sbip Phoenix througl Kara Straits,
*one of the passages aeparating Nova Zembla from the nîainland, lias sailed
along the coast to tlie meuths of the two great rivers Obi and Yenisoi, and
bas actually ascended the latter river and discharged lis cargo of miscel-
laneous samples at the town of Yeniseisk, two thousand miles fromn the
mouthi of tlie river and iii the very heart of the Asiatie continent. lit
may well ho believed, as the London imes says, that Il the people hailed
him witli enthusiaam. It was as if lie lad dropped from tlie skies." lt
is, of course, yet too soion to predict with any confidence the commercial
outcome of this great discovery. Everything depends upon the lengtà of
the season during which the Kara Strait is found navigable, and the
amount of difficulty and danger attending the passage. B ut should the
opinion, which Captain Wiggins lias formed, that the waters of the straits
are tompered by the Gulf Stream, and their navigation fairly practicable
for ait leaat two or tliroo months of the year, be confirmed, the resulta wibl be
of great imnportance. Sîberia lias the reputation of being rich in gold.
The rivera Obi and Yenisei are amongst the largest in the world, Il ning.
ling their tributary streama more than two thousand miles to the south
(of the Kara Sea) with those which. flow into the Lake Baikal and the
distant Amour." The latter river flows eastward into the Okhotski, and
the town of Yeniseiak itself is only a few hundred versts froin the Uhinose
frontier.

TIRE LA MIBETH UONVFERENOCE.-INIWMU PERA NGE.

THERE are very few subjocta of greater importance at any time than that
of temperance ; and there is none upon which, at the present moment, we
sliould more deaire to learn the j udgment of a body of men bike the Anglican
Bishops. lit is net mereby that tlie vice of intemperance is always with us
-new as evor, aithougli with lesa extended away-but there caii be no
doubt that the measures recently taken and advocated by an extreme sec-
tion of the workers on belialf of ternperance, are tending to endanger the
prospects of reformation in this respect.

lIn the documents now before us we have the great advantago of coin-
paring the rosolutions of the Commuittee on lIntemperance, consisting of
those bishiopa Who have taken tlie liveliest intereat in the question, witli
those of the collective biahops and of the Encyclical letter ftxally promulgated
by the Conferonce.

The Committoe presented to the Conference a report wlich tilla sevon
pages of the publiahed pamphlet, and wlîich deals carefully, and, on the
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wliole, judîcîously with the differont aspects of the question. We are not
quite sure that they are riglit in saying, that intomperance "lis tlie most
miachievous " of ail sins. It is too of ten forgotten, in considering the ovils
associattid with drunkenness, that intemperance is quite as often an effect
as a cause. Mereover, in face of the evils resulting from the love of money,
evils which touch the highest and the lowest, the richeat and the pooroat,
wve find some ditficubty in saying which. is the inoat mischievous. At the
sane time every one will applaud the sentiment, that Ilthe Church cannet
be justifiecl in witnessing this enormous amount of sin and miaery without
endeavouring to ascertain whether any apecial means can be discovered for
etfectualby dealing with it, or whether it must be lef t to ordinary agencies
uaed witli more than ordinary zeal and persistency."

Furtlier, there can be no doubt that thc Committee are right when they
say that the Temperance Societies have awakened the Church to lier duty inl
the matter cf temperance, and that they have Ilcompelled the attention cf
the public at large, and have, by se doing, prefoundly modified public opin-
ion." Besides, they haive Ilcompolled " (the word is a bittle atrong and a
little frequent ; but allowanco must be made for total abstainers) Il com-
pelled the mnedical profession to study the subjeot with more care than
before, and the result of this study lias greatly intluenced tîjeir utterances
and their practice."

We specially recommend to our readera these portions of the report
whieh speak of the duty'of helping the weak "lby sympathy with themi in
their .struggle, and by doing ail they can to make that struggle easier."
One obvicus method is by those whe are strong voluntarily submitting to
total abstinence in order to encourage those who are weak. Il Bat, on
the other hand," the report declares, "lit cannot be said tînt every one
is bound to take up this particular burden as as part of has service of
Christ."

The next means recommended for the suppression cf intemperance is
wise legislation " whichl "miglit do a great deal of good in this direction."~

We are glnd te see that even the bishopa in the Committee, several cf
whomn, if net ah, are total abstainers, make île reference either te Prohibitiont
or to Local Option. The bight of reason lias probabby brought te themn tho
convictions on these subjeets, whicb, on this aide cf the Atlantic, are the
resuit cf painful experience. As "linstances cf legiabative measures that
would probabby bo very beneficial," they mention "the diminution in the
number of public houses, the ahcrtening cf the heurs cf sale, and SundaY
closing."

Even tlîese changes, however, must ho made witl. diacretion. TicBoe
who are aware, as moat people are, that the Scott Act lias in this country
cabled into exigtence multitudes cf unlicensed places wlere biqnor js sobdy
and even a number cf illicit stilîs, besides bringing the law generably itîtO,
centempt, and that these evils persiat, te a greater or boas extent, in coutiO
in which the Act lins been repenbed, wibl underatand that the best intentions5

de net provont miachievous resulta ilowing from unwise regulations. le
seema, at tirait siglit, very simple te abridge thc lotira cf the liqur-sller,
and te dimin'ial the number cf public lieuses; but care must ho taken 10 e
a greater evil resuIt frem these mensures. The prosent heurs cf clcsinge
botli on Sundays and on week days, are almoat, perfectly observed in F5119
land, and this chiefly because tley are reasenable. The cemmon senso and
the conscience cf the people are on the aide cf the law. Let theSo be

viobnted, and ne police nnd ne punialimencs wilb obtain respect fer enace,
monta which. have not the real consent cf the people. flore and every'
where the diminution cf the number cf places wlere liquor is aold be510W
the natural requireinents cf the lecality, alwaya has led and always W1
lead te the cpening cf unbicensed roims for the saine purpose. W'o muse
teach people tei drink boss. Vie must get them te feel tînt the Public
lieuse, the bar, the saloon, is net the place wlere mon can ho most ratiofl
ally happy; and thon they will want a amabber number cf aucli places cf
ontertainment.

Speaking cf the nocessity cf a religieus spirit in temperanco work, the
Comjnittee remnrk tînt it is this Ilwhich can alone reproas the fanatiOlfll

which semetimes makes the total abatainer tabk cf bis abstinence as thte
oe thing needful ; whicl semetimes makes himi uncharitable and Pr"~
aumptucus; whidh semetimes makes hiuî think lightly cf grievois ainîsi
provided it bo net the one sin which. lie cendemna." On the whclej theni

and taken with the abiglit cautions whicl we have suggested,' thei ropore Of
the Commnittee is excellent and judicioua, and will tond te bring bac1' t"
temperalice work some cf those whe lave hesitated, cf bate, te cO-OP'ete
witli othera wlo carried, on tic work in a fanatical and irratiorial Opiri'
We know, as a fact, tint several clergymen and baymon, who jOinedt

Churdli cf England Temperance Society, standing upon the dual basi' of
total abatainera and mioderato drinkors, have recently rofrainod frOnm takiflg
any p)art in thc proceedinga cf the Society. Tioy found, sitting beside tue0o


