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"iduals benetit by war, masses suifer. The time will surely corne when th
great European nations wiii appreciate the foiiy of maintaining enormou
armaments, and wili a, cree to keep no more soldiers on foot than are neede,
to Inaintain internai peace. XVhen men of each race and language are ai
sbakert in one bag the chief excuse ofl'ered for recent wars will be takei
aw'ay. If Russia could secure an entrance to the Mediterranean shle woulh
probably cease to trouble the pence of Europe. She is making greai
Strides forward in civilization, and in the future is more likely to becomi
republican than sume countries which now possess Parliamentary Govern
mnent. If the world should become peaceful there wouid be no motive for
Great Britain separating fromn the Colonies.

Speculation on these mnatters is utteriy vain. Sensible men wili deal
with events as they occur, will neither anticipate evil for rush into experi.
'lents whichi existing conditions do not demnand. In a sense Imperial Fede-
r'ation exists 10W, but it is a union which admits independent action in
a1l the more important departmnents of government, and does not prevent
joint action by the Mother Country and the Colonies on any matter. The
deanld for dloser union dues flot corne from practical politicians, but froin
sanguine theorists. No one is able to suggUest a scheme for the government
of the Empire by one legislature which any man of sense would consider
Bati8factory For Canadians there is no other reasonable course than to
Pursue the even tenor of their way ; develop the resources of their magni.fcent Country with enterprise, but yet with econoniv, trade with those wbo
are willinig to reciprocate; and discourage every atte'mpt to divert themn frorn
the work of building up a great nationality, either independent or in
Connlection with Great Britain, as the course of events may show to be
ftdvisable. SAVILLE.

017TA W.A LETT'ER.

1' 'a aIl over. The banquet and reception were over and'forgotten a week
ago; the banquet at which Lord Lansdowne made the speech of bis whole
8uentra terni, the re.ception at wbich Ottawa socîety in ail its best
bealItY underwent the tightest packing of the season for the privilege of a
f4reweîî pressure of their Excellencies' finger-tips. Prorogation is over,
Wath the addrcsses whîcli preceded it, when His Excellency, in making hisi
8hiiple and sincere reply, was distinctlyaffected, and fier Excellency, very
PtrettY in Paie blue pongee, with pompons in ber little white bonnet, and
Pearîs8 about hier neck, Iooked nervously concerned.

The fareweîî demonstration is over, tlags flying, cannon booming, public
d(linjriej in cabs, social eminences in their own traps, noneince

tooPing along the sidewalks and smiling in the street-corners, cheers for
the Governor, cheers for the Ilonourable the First Minister, wide enthu-

8ia'-Ottawa bas given Lord Lansdowne sucb a send-off as never a
oýýVern1or-General received from the Capital before, even tbe able andPOPular. Duff<.rin, or the cultured and appreciative Lorne. There is no

4011bt that our departed Governor bas been personally well liked here in
apite of the limitations upon good fellowship that the Viceregal function

POe.Social conduct at Rideau is Bo officiai in its nature that it is noteaee to detect the pure element of sympatheuic intercourse, but there is no
4loubt that it existed between Lord Lansdowne and bis Oanadian friends,
t0 a8nl extent wbich they valued no0 more than hie. is officiai course bas
i48Pired a universal respect. Jn his acquaintance with the affairs of the
Courntry he has been thorough and painstaking ; in the discharge of bis own
'!'Cial duties, lie bas been admirably correct. Upon every occasion, and

""""veY place hie bas maintained the dignity of bis office, whicb, if it basIlo ben gea lymagnitied by bis tenure bas certainly lost none of its
4n tlt Poprtinssine ie el it Al tiswas an excellent fond for aderQ 1stratio 1 which several other circumstances combined to, emphasize.

nte Was the fact that Ottawa is fortunate enough to bave an energetic and
erthFlastic gentleman in bier present Mayor, Mr. McLeod Stewart, wbo is
%'o81Warma personal friend of Lord Lansdowne's.

Mr.4 nther is of course the Anti-Land League feeling wbich. the visit of
ilimO'Brien did su mucli to develop in Canada, and wbichbhasB" ince only waited further opportunity to make itself known. And

41lobekPerhaps is the sentiment of attacliment to England, touched and
,neations as it bas been during tbe last tbree montbs by tbe discussion ofIls'11 broadîy affecting oui relations witb bier. It cannot be unrecog.ile4that all these influences worked togetber to give Lord Lansdowne a

1,7ýwel1 8ncb as lie deserved, and sucb as any Governor-General wbo faitb-
1111Y llahonuralyfills the position deserves. And it is pleasant to

1iîn tat-far more important than the immediate personal gratification
'~it have afforded him-tbis token of Canadian appreciation cannot faul

'nanjt hi in further acbieving that which it is every true English noble-t4rQdearest ambition to acbieve, important service to bis country and bis

ýe During the interimi the society of the Capital is witbout its officiai. bead.
s As a body it is patiently waiting recapitation, individually it is wondering
LI how tbings wiil go wben the new king shall arise wbo knows not Joseph .

I speak of course of tbe very frivolous, 'of the gilded ambitions of the
1comparatively new and uncertain. The steady-going old civil servant,
1wbose mutton-chop whiskers have been whitening over lis desk these

t many years, wbo got bis military titie in fier Majesty's service Ilat home,"
and bas experienced criticisms .for you of every gubernatorial wine-cellar
since Confederation, does not give himself mucb trouble about it. fie and
bis wife will go to Rideau to dinner two or tbree times a year as a matter
of couz se; it is almost a perquisite, it is certainly a sligbt amelioration to
life in a colonial capital, which is provided in the unwritten order of tbings

*prevailing wberever the British flag floats over an enlightened people.
But these are tbe exceptions, and tbe exceptions are growing fewer, as
tbey miust in any demiocratic country entertaining the democratic idea of
self-government and spoils. Tbere are a great many others who are not
deeply exercised-tbe bousebolds of, the Cabinet, whose dlaim to consider-
ation is at least temporarily assured, the residents of weaith and influence
wbo have ever witb tbem an aide or two in the red brick respiendence of
their West-End dinners or tbe white brick resplendence of their Sandy
Hill teas, the very large number of people wbose incomes will not aliow
tbemi to entertain tbe llousebold, and wbo therefore vcry sensibly keep ont
of the officiai round of gayety altogethor. But the rest, from the newly-gilt
matron, not yet quite accustomed to bier own bric-à-brac, to the appointee
of this Session, wbo bas already furtively invested a portion of bis firat
month's salary in a book of etiquette, the rest are agitated.

The social system of Ottawa is peculiar. Comparison with that of
London, wbere laws are fixed by a classification wbich time and tempera-
ment bave made a stratification, is out of the question. One migbt allow-
ably turn to Wasbington, the officiai centre of a kindred democracy for
certain parailels bowever, and one does not find them. The Americans,
witb tbeir simple and direct settiement of social forms during Congress,
by officiai precedence, might teach us a valuable lesson. Our ideas are
more complicated, and the resuit is a social procedure whicb suggests by
turns St. James's, a democratie seat of government, and a country town.

The newly arrived member's flrst duty is to pay bis respects at Gov-
ernment flouse; and as it consists merely in walking, driving, or Iltramn-
ming " out past tbe mills and over tbe Rideau Bridge and np the curving
birch-bordered way to tbe bail, and writing bis name in a, registry book,
this is not an onerous one. Then bie and bis wife, if bie be so blessed, are
informed tbat tbey are at liberty to caîl upon tbe speakers' wives on tbeir
reception days, as that is a formality wbicb custom sanctions in Ottawa.
Naturally enough the unsophisticated pair, fresb perbaps from the Wilde
of-but that would be invidious-look to see precedence furtber governing
the action of the Parliamentary population of Ottawa. Tbey raigbt rea-
sonabiy expect to be required to pay the visit of deferenco to tbe wives of
the Supreme Court Judges, as the Americans say, to, Ilthe ladies of the
Cabinet," and to the Senatorial better balves. But tbis is not the cus-
tom, in fact there is no custom visible to the naked eye. The new mem-
ber's wife is a stranger, and as a stranger sble miuet languishi bebind hier
third story botel window until slle is taken notice of according to the
usage of Montreal, or Toronto, or Cainsvilie, or'Medicine Hiat. Doubt-
less tbe lady in question finding tbat thougli life is short and the Session
shorter, the attractions of Ottawa are soon exbausted therein, wisbes that
a less provincial system prevailed. Certainly the present one imposes
mucb trouble and resposibility upon ladies wbose position gives tbem an
unqualifled riglit to reverse it during the Parliamentary termi. Society,
nioreever, being thus made more accessible, wonld also be made more
interesting. SARA J. DUNCAN.

SWINBURtNE, Who is now nearly fifty years old, is living in retirement in
Fuibam, in the bouse of bis friend, Theodore Watts. The once extremely
radical poet is said to bave become quite conservative under the influence
of this samne friend. The portrait of the poet, as a young man, witb whicb
s0 many of bis readers have become familiar, bas little resemblance to the
Mr. Swinburne of to-day. The high forehead bas become still bigber, and
the busby, reddisb bair bas become quite thin and white.

ALL goes to show that the soul in man is not an organ, but aniznates
and exercises ail organe ; is not a function like the power of memory, of
calculation, of comparison, but uses these as bands and feet ; is not a
facnlty, but a liglit ; is not the intellect or tbe will, but the master of the
intellect and. the will ; is the background of our being in which they liean imumensity not possessed, and that cannot be possessed. Fromn witbin
or froin bebind, a liglit bines throngb us upon things, and makes ns aware
that we are nothing, but the liglit is aIl. -Emerson.


