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CURRENT COMMENT

We print in another columu a1
valuable letter from Mr. W. J.
Cluif to Rev. Father Lacombe,i
O.M.I., to which the Free Press,
with a spirit of fair play that
deserves high praise, gave promi-
nence ini its issue of Saturdayi
last. This letter cornes as a1
etrong and altogether independ-1
ont confirmation of iRev. Father
H-usson's letters in answer to the1
Free Press correspondent, " W..
S. C.," who thus becomes the un-i
willing cause of -well deservedJ
honor to the Catholic mission-j
aries of the iPeace River country.

Âpart from tiny, toy re-
publics like San Marino and An-
dorra, where practically every
man can acquaint himself -with
ail the facts of every public
mensure, the only country where
a truly representative govern-
ment flourishes is the home and
birthplace of modern democracy,
England. Neither the Latin nor
the Grerman nations have any
adequate notion of popular re-
presentation. The great republo,
which plumes itself on " goveril-
ment of the people, by the peo-
ple, for the people," is fast rivet-
ing the chains ft its hondage to
trusts, rings, bosses and occasion-
ai mol) ule. And how far we
ourselves are from that popular
sensitiveness te injustice which
îs the teuclistone of true deme-
cracy. is well bought out ini one
of our " Notes by the WaY " in,
this issue.

Anent the appointment by the
Holy Father of a new Spanîsh
Cardinal, yesterday's Free Press
says the Capuchin Father Jose

Spanish philosophers and theo-
logians have no superiors. At
the Vatican Council they were
acknowledged to be the leaders
in ail discussions, thougli most
Cathelic prelates were unpme-
pared for ithis revelation of Span-
ish scumen and erudition. And
at the present moment the ablest
workb on the relations of science
to religion are due te Spanish
writems, who combine, in a very
unusual degree, originality of
conception and explanation with
the strictest orthodoxy. The
fact that Spain does not enjoy
administrative success under the
constitutional fomm of govern-
ment, for which it is not suited,
is no proof that it is infeior in
intellect or morals. The power
of popular self-government is
akin to business ability. Neither
supposes a high order of intelli-
gence nor any lasting influence
on the thougrht of îuHnkitid.

At the last Ujniversity tounail
meeting, of which a taller report
will bc found elsewhere, Rev.
Dr. Spamling, principal of Wesley
Collage, pointed ont one great
disadvantage arising from gev-
erument control, namely, the fact
that a govamnment university
does not attract donations. No-
body cares to contribute to a
goverument institution. He cited
in proof Toronto UJniversity,
which had never received a cent
from any other source than the
governmeut, whereas independ-
ent universities, like McGill, had
been most ganerously supported
by privata munificence. Thasa
waighty remarks et the head of
the Methodist College were care-
tully omitted in the reports of
the three Winnipeg dailies, and
indead they were, aterwards
ignored by the speaker himsalf
who, with that braezy contampt
of consistency which distin-
guishes several members of the
Concil, votad for the mea-
surc that is te bring about
that very geverment centrol
which hre se ably dejprecated.
The majority vote was made np
of ail the represantatives of Con-
vocation, Manitoba and Wesley
Collages. axcapt Mm. Aikins and
Mr. Somnerset, and of Drs. Todd,
Hutton and Bell, of the Madical
College. Doctors Montgomery
and Chewn votad on the same
same s ide, but as representatives
of Convocation. Only eue of the
four naw government repregen-
tatives on the Ceuncil, Mr. G. D.
Wilson, votad, of course, for gov-
amument control. The Chief
Justice and Judge Richards were
not, present, and Mr. Perdue
modastly rafrained fom veting
on iris flrst appearanca. Thea
miuority vote comprised tire
Chancellor, ail the representa-
tives prasent et St. John's and
St. IBnitaca Collages, plus Mr.
Aikins, Mr. Somerset and Dr.
Jones, who seems to be the only
medical represantativa capable

thre Ordinary of that diocese.
While tha faitirful w'hiies and
Indians of that far western sea
are mourning tira comparatively
early damise of the sain tly Iish-
op Durien, who had'not yet com-
pleted his sixty-ninth vear, they
are also rejoicing that the mantle

anvtiring like the ç'rivilegas we
possess ini the selection of their
rulers and the mak-ingy of their
laws. We have used the words
"in thaory" advisably, for we are
convinced that only a littie con-
sidaration is neaded to show that
tirose on w'hom we exhaust our

of the venerabla missionary pra- I pity have,
lata has tallen on tire worthy and mucir more
strong siroulders et a singularly
giftad Bishop, who iras .just
rounded off iris forty-secoud sum-
mer. Tira latter, as our readers
will ramamber, was consacrated
in New Westminster on tira 22nd
cf August, 1891, by our own ha-
loved Acirbishop.

Thoe whoe ammemias cati
carry tirem back tan vears will
also caîl te mmnd iow, attira
Fimst Council et tire acclesiastical
Province et St. Boniface, in tire
summer et 1889, amid 50 impos-
ing n gatiraring et venemable
prelates, tira air et simple, genu-
ine irolinass tint distinguisirad
Monseigneur Durien impressed
tira bystanders witi rerverence
for tins apostolic man wiro iad
successfully ai-angalized fiteen
Indian tribas. No wonder tint
iris dear Indians, as wa have me-
cantly learnad, insisted on carry-
ing eut solamn funemal itas in
their own tashioêi for thair de-
parted Fathar in God, besides
tira Requiem attended by tire
whrite population.

NO TES B Y THE WAY

Complaints ara again baing
made egrding tira regulations
undar whici tire doors etftira
Public Libramy are closad every
aveuing- at 8 o'clock, and for our
part we would say tint tire gev-
aning body efttis institution
have apparently an entirely taIse
conception ofthtie pumpose whici
tira Library is intended te serve
or they would certainly never
have made this mule cf ealy clos-
ing. Tirey seam te act on tira
supposition tint tire city sup-
ports tira Library for tira benefit
of tire few and net for tire mas-
sas, for it is au undaniabla tact
tint during tire montirs in
wirici tire eigirt o'clock closing
time prevails, it is only citizeus
et comparative leisure and those
wiro hava vamy short heurs et
labor who can make any use et,
or darive any benefit trom, tire
Library. We can quite undar-
stand tint it is rigit and proper
tint tira Libmaians sirould have

easouabla heurs of attaudance,
and as mucir as possible sireuld
ha at liberty during tira hot
weather to enjoy tira fresir air
ater sunsat, but wa thmnk tis
couid ha adventagaously ar-
rangad without antiraly clesing
tire door at au heur wiricir abse-
iutely debars tire working class-
es from ail participation in tira
banafits etftira institution. Tis
is au important matter and we
would suggest that soeaoftiose
who teal strengly about it-and
we know tira number is by ne
menus a smaloea - take tira
necessary staps te lay tireir viaws
hafore tire management. We
have' no doubt if tis is doua
soe way will ha found ot meet-
ing tire wisiras and cousulting
tire interests etftira public witir-
out doing any injustice te tire
libmarians.

in xnany respects,
tedom iu tira axer-

cise efthie ballet and mucir batter
sacurity for good goeamiment
than wa have. It seems te us
that just now Winnipeg is
t urnishing an excellant exampla

1of this. The parliament et Can-
ada is sitting at Ottawa, making
and amending tire laws undar

îwhich wa are te ha 'govamned
1and te ha taxed, and tira citizans
et Winnipeg, the ciriet centre et

1commerce and population in the
west, have absolutaly ne rap-
msentative. Dees anyoua ima-
gine for a moment tint an Eng-
lish constituancy could ha treat-
ed in tis wny ? We ventura te
say that if the least important
constituency in England was
aither by law or by the caprice
et politicians daprived of rapre-
santation at a meeting of the im-
perial Parliament sucir a tuss
wonld ha made about it tint it
would neyer irappan again. But
hare in Winnipeg it seems te ha
takan as a mattar of course, and
in spite et all our fine theorias
about being tha freast people on
aartir and tire hast governed we
shall probahly wait patiently
until sucir tima as tira politicians
in favor at Ottawa sea fit te bring
on the election. We have still a
grat many things te learu trom
the old country, and not the
least important is the lesson to
ha tully aliva te eum privilages
as British suhjacts and net me-
main, as wa are now, tire dupes
and tools et politicians whose
only aim and ohject is s0 te man-
ipulate mattars as te secura for
themselves the longest possible
leasaet power and the continued
control efthtie money bags etftira
country.

We nete with pleasure tint
the "Peopla's. Voica," tire excel-
lant journal puhlished in tis
city in tira iuterests eoftira work-
ing man, approved of our tecent
declamation ragarding tire car-
pantars' strike. lu tint decînma-

itien wa simply gava tira Cathe-
lic doctrine on tira labor question,
and wa very mucir wisir tint we
could intarest tira womking class-
es sufficiantly te get tham te ex-
amine witir came tire attitude et
tira Catirolic Churcir on tire soci-
al problemnsoethtie day. We are
oonvinced tint if working men
as a whole could ha induced te
study tire histery -of tire Catie
Cirurcir in relation te laber and
te listan te tire advice etftira
Heaad of tire Cirurcir te-day tirey
weuld ha taking tira flmst stap te-
wards tire real solution eoftira
difficulties with wiricir they new
have te centend. In tire Chris-
tian aspects efthtie labor ques-
tion, in tire social condition cf
tire masses, in thair struggle tom
life and shakter tire active sym-
pXtiy oetttira Ctholic Churcir
iras ever beau anlistad iu tavor
et rigit against wrong. Iu
every variaty ef condition in tira
past tire Cirurcir ias siilded
and detendad aud hibeanted tire

luxury and oppression, and ap-
pealing for justice and Christ ian
charity, and tire Catholic Churcir
is theonly body tint can rigirt-
ly deal with the troubles, for
she alona has long experience of
the past, and she alone attempts
to deal with the the real sources
of the avil.

Thea Hon. Mr. Blair, Minister
of Railwnys, in stating in Parlia-
ment the othar day that the
Government would not interfère
in the Grand Trunk strika, add-
ed that wages must depend upon
"the law of supply and demaud."
This is an old and dtamnable
doctrine of political economists
and means that the wage being
detarmiuad by the supply and
demand for labor, the capitalist
will give less and less according
as the numbar of applicants ini-
creases. One can wall inder-
stand what tire position of work-
ing mien in Caiiada is te be if
this doctr-im, is to r-vi.The
Governme.>it l s en~~ tire
money of Lie country -'vith a
treedom neyer betore e(; ua 11ed .to
bing into Canada thousaùids iii,-
on tironsands of tire laboring
classes and whilst the demannd
for labor may pemhaps increase
to a certain extent .t is very evi-
dent tirat its growth will not ha
in any respect comparable te tire
supply of labor. If Mm, Blair~s
doctrine is te prevail it mnevt-
nbly tollows tirat wagas iin Can-
ada must faîl to a level which
wîll be disastrous to the well
baing ot our working men and
injurions te al the mercantile
interests of tire country that de-
pend upon tire support et the
wage-earners. We venture to
say that tnking everything into
considemation ne politician aver
nttered n more cold-hearted ex-
pression on thre floor of the
flouse of Commens than that wa
have quoted fmom Mr. Blair and
we shalha mucir surprised if it
is net rasanted by thre werking
men ef Canada te the discom-
fiture et the Minister ef Rail-
ways and his colleagues who, by
their present poiicy, are first de-
moralizing the labor market et
Canada and then, when asked te
do something for working men,
coldly reply " we can't help yeu;
it is marely a et case supply and
dem and."

THE LAST MEETING 0F
THE UNI VERSPT Y

CO UNGIL.

A SERVILE MAJORITY VOTE FOR
GOVERNMENT CONTROL.

At the adjoumned meeting of
tire University Council irald on
Friday, Mr. Aikins moved tira
reselution et which lie hd gitan
notice, tirat an appealbhamade
te the Local Government te 50

change the Act that professors
shouid ha appointad by the
Council and net by the Govemu-
ment. Needless te sny that Mr.

M061-


