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NECESSITY 0F PRAYEP.

WE. cannot be tru] y arnmcd - we cannot be prepared

to conqLler, unless we pray. MXany a. saoul, fuil of confi-

dencc, by uceglectiug tliis, bas been overcomie. Thé soul

initst seek its strengtà in Goci; it niust look te the infinite;

it miust pant fur the absoluite good. ?%othing short of this

is, or crui be, a permanent stay. Every hum-an prop mviI1,

crumble. Alt earthly fonndaiions are as dtist. Wýrc niiust

dritnk în divine influences froin on higli ; we mast bave

Christ forîned, within uis, and becorne part-tkers of the èi-

vinle natuire, or ouir virtuies are as wells withon t water, or

shadows w;thout suibstance.
Yet are there not those w-ho are satisfled with a nierely

oatWvarL ]if(->>-who feel that if not giuilty of scaincalotis
sins tbey are acceptable Christians 'f - that the lieighit of

Christianity is tetuperance in diet, or, at r-nost, the mie-

ch-anical observance of certain fbrms anci ordinances i

Alas, that inen shoulci cver so grossly mistake the natuire

of religion! As if virtue wecre an outside appendage, or

could be truly ouirs tinless roote(l in the sout: as if religion

were not indeed the very escence of life ini the inward

spirit, an iiiirLedia-.te feilowship with God, by spiritual in-
tercourse betwveen our spirits and bis.

If there is one moment more boly to, a Christian than
;another, it is when in the act of prayer. Then lie makes

his rieurest approuch te the Divine being ; then lie com-

munnes with. God, and God ivith him ; then corne rays of

liglit from the central suni, streamis of living water from

the inexhaustible Fontain, revelations of wisdom from

the ail-Perfect, additions of strength frorn the great

Jehovah. The same- God who, guiided Moses, will guide


