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THE LAW AND THE DOCTOR

An Addrcss before the Acadenîy of Mjedicine, Toronto,
NVov. 7, 1916.

BY WILLIAm IIEN-WlCXli IDELL, LL.D., ETC.,

Justiee of the Siwremne Court of Ontario.

In accepting with mueli pleasure, as I did, the invitation of

your President, to address your Academy again, I requested in-

formation as to the miatter with which uîy address sliould deal;

and I have been furnished with a Eist of subjects upon wvhich

some one or other member (lesires nie to speak.

The subjects have a farniliar ring; I have met theym tirne and

again; but they are of sempiternal interest to flic iedical pro-

fession, and deserve respectful treatmeflt.
MAany difficulties disappear if, leaving the scparatc fact, the

superficial, we seek after the principle, the essential. That the

mnedical man may understand, or at ]cast may rightly appreciate,

the ruies of law, lie muist consider the basis of ]axv, not alone the

ndividual dictate (werc it not that I miglit be'rnisunderstood

I wouIl Say " prescription").
Law and Medicine rest upon whlly different bases, and

sIold, andl in the nature of things must.

MIedieine-I nican truc scientific medicine-ndeavors by al

legritinate meansi1 to, dliseovCI the wvorking5s of nature. Control over

nature she has noue, and can have none. Whetlicr inlierent in

flic very essence of things, as the Pantheist thinks, or implanted

thereill')N 1 an AljIIIiglity God, as the Cliristian ho1dsW1viethér

it mst eed baýe eenS.or, the Suipreml sys "IT willed

it to be so"teeis a sys tel", a mnner of w'orking, a re-


